Graduate Institute of International Affairs & Strategic Studies

Tamkang University

Syllabus for

Revolution in Military Affairs & Defense Transformation
軍務革新與國防轉型

Professor Alexander Chieh-cheng Huang, Ph.D.

黃介正 博士

Semester: Fall 2007
Meeting Time: Thursdays, 18:10 – 20:00 (09/20/2007 to 01/17/2008)

Location: T607 (or by notice)
Program: Ph.D. Program, GIIASS
Objective

The course is design to provide students an introductory understanding of the essence and application of revolution in military affairs (RMA), and an overview of defense transformation in the United States since the early 1990s. Advancement in critical high technology, especially military technology has brought about dramatic changes to the operational concept and the conduct of warfare, and new ways the military organization is adapted. The United States military is second to none in the world in terms of technology, military thinking and fighting power. The RMA concept in U.S. defense transformation has a profound influence not only on how people contemplate future warfare, but also on military development of other countries. The course intends to promote, create and expand the community of young professionals who are interested in defense affairs and the inquiry of military science.

Course Outline

Part I: The Context

09/20
Course Overview 
09/27
Global Security Environment & Changing Nature of Warfare 
Part II: Military Revolution

10/04
Conceptualization & Development of RMA
10/11
Various Schools of RMA 
10/18
Informationalization of Warfare 
Part III: Defense Transformation

10/25
RMA & Defense Transformation 
11/01
QDR 1997 / 2001 / 2006
11/08
Global Defense Posture Review
11/15
Mid-term Examination Week (no class)
Part IV: Jointness

11/22
Jointness: Special Presentation
11/29
Joint Vision: 2010 / 2020
12/06
Network-centric Warfare
12/13
Future Forces: Ground / Naval / Aerospace
Part V: Applications
12/20
Defense Transformation beyond the United States
12/27
RMA with Chinese Characteristics: Transforming the PLA
01/03
Taiwan Defense Transformation
01/10
Wrap-up
01/17
Final Examination Week (no class)
Readings & References

· Paul J. Bolt, et al, eds., American Defense Policy, 8th ed., Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005. Paperback.

· Peter L. Hays, et al, eds., American Defense Policy, 7th ed., Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999. Paperback.

· Assigned readings and class materials are distributed the week before the class in hard copy or through email network.  
· Students are encouraged to explore literatures from various sources from bookstores and from internet, e.g.:
· Federation of American Scientists – www.fas.org
· U.S. Department of Defense – www.defenselink.mil
· U.S. DOD Office of Transformation – www.oft.osd.mil
· The RMA Debate – www.comw.org/rma
· Plus over 60,000 related websites under www.google.com
Course Requirements

This is a doctoral-level course and will have the appropriate standards and assignments: regular attendance at scheduled classes, assignments completed on time, and evaluation according to students’ preparation and participation in class discussions.
· Class participation & Discussions (40%)
Students are required to complete assignments before coming to class. Quality presentation and active participation in discussion are must.
· Mid-term Exam (30%)
Students are required to do a take-home examination on a subject assigned by instructor. The examination will be in the form of essay questions.
· Final Exam (30%)

Each student is expected to act as secretary of defense of the United States and write a three-page (typed, single space) memo on “Defense Transformation and Future Asia-Pacific Security: Prospects and Options.”  Policy memo should include: one paragraph summary, review of current defense transformation, assessment of U.S. strategy in Asia-Pacific, and action items to be undertaken.


Instructor

Dr. Alexander Chieh-cheng Huang is Professor of Strategic Studies and Director of the Graduate Institute of American Studies at Tamkang University. He is also Senior Vice President of the Foundation on International & Cross-strait Studies (FICS); and a non-resident Senior Associate at the International Security Program of Center for International and Strategic Studies (CSIS). Dr. Huang previously served in the ROC Government as Vice Chairman of the Mainland Affairs Council. He specializes in Asian and Chinese security and defense affairs.
Note: Dr. Huang has committed to various academic events in Taiwan or overseas, confirmed or in the planning. Class schedule change will be announced once the dates are confirmed. However, arrangements for all make-up sessions will be discussed with students and according to university regulation.
Office Hours

Office hours are by appointment only. 
Professor Huang can be reached at

· TKU campus: T903, telephone ext. 2705, or at his 

· Downtown office: 14F, 88, Section 2, Chuang Hsiao East Road, Taipei, telephone: 2396-8760 ext. 15.

· Email: ahuang@csis.org, sinostrategy@hotmail.com
