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This course aims at increasing our professional knowledge in second or foreign language (SL/FL) teaching and learning research, namely, about what works in what setting under what conditions.

Focuses will be placed on:

a. exploring trends and interactions among the many aspects of SL teaching and learning;

b. investigating relationships among various aspects of SL teaching and learning;

c. evaluating the applicability of some significant studies.

Tentative topics:

1. What is research?

Types of research:

A. Primary research
Primary research is derived from the primary sources of information (e.g., a group of students who are learning a language)
a. Case study:

The case study approach centered on one or a few individuals; and are longitudinal (follow the individual or individuals over a relatively long period while tracing some aspect of language development).

b. Statistical studies
Statistical studies deal with group phenomena as individual behavior; statistical analyses are used to estimate the probability, or likelihood, that results did not occur b chance alone.
They are often cross-sectional.
(1) survey studies: often take the form of questionnaire; substantial amounts of information can be collected in a relatively short of time.
(2) experimental studies: are defined as a whole range of different possible studies that investigate the language behavior of groups under controlled conditions. 

B. Secondary research
Secondary research is research based on sources that are one step removed from the original information (e.g., books about students who are learning a language).

2. A brief history of SL research
3. What the body of research in the SL/FL field has to say to the problems of

a. micro-level topics in classroom interaction
b. psycholinguistic issues aimed at SLA theory development

c. issues related to language learning in society

4. Approaches to research
This will be a brief overview of the major approaches to research conducted in formal contexts in the field. We will include the explanation of the research, issues or considerations in the design (and criteria for analyzing the research if we have enough time).

a. Correlational approaches

The term correlational refers not to how one collects data, but the kinds of research questions that are addressed. The purpose is to understand relationships among characteristics of people or other entities.

Ex: What is the relationship between cultural background and the use of specific communication strategies?

b. Case-study approaches
c. Survey research

d. Ethnographic research

Ethnographic studies are guided by research questions, as are all studies. They pose broad questions at the onset of the beginning. The questions and hypotheses emerge on site; they are not all spelled out in advance.

Ex: How do patterns of classroom interaction and communication differ across cultures?
e. Experimental research

The experiment, in all its various form, has been and remains one of the major approaches to SLFL research.

The independent variable -- >affects -- >dependent variable

f. Multisite, multimethod, and large-scale research

(The following will be briefly mentioned)

5. Quantitative method vs. qualitative/ interpretive method

6. The characteristics and the value of statistical studies

7. The teacher-as-researcher movement

Conclusion:

The goals of teacher-researchers are multiple.

One goal is professional development; not only can one’ own classroom be improved, but projects can also result in school improvement.

Hopefully, the talk will help us to narrow the gap between theory and practice, find our own interests in doing research. Furthermore, we need to work hard to be able to critically evaluate research questions, methods, findings and conclusions, and then contribute in some way to the SL/FL research endeavor.
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