Theory and Criticism (PhD seminar)
Fall 2007
Instructor: Prof. Mei-hwa Sung

Syllabus

Week
Date

Subject
1

9/19

Introduction; logistics

2 9/26

Harold Bloom, The Western Canon
3

10/3

Harold Bloom, The Western Canon
4 

10/10 
Holiday
5 

10/17
Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge
6

10/24
Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish
7      10/31
Deleuze & Guattari, Anti-Oedipus
8      11/7

Deleuze & Guattari, A Thousand Plateaus
9      11/14 
Mid-term exam week
10      11/21
Judith Butler, Bodies that Matter
11      11/28
Catherine Belsey, “Constructing the Subject: Deconstructing the 
Text”
12      12/5

Nancy Armstrong, “The Occidental Alice”
13      12/19
James Clifford, Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twen-



teeth Century


14      12/26
James Clifford, Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twen-



teeth Century


15

1/2

Holiday
16

1/9

Terry Eagleton, After Theory
17

1/16

Review
Course description: The goal of this seminar is to equip the doctoral students with a  solid grasp of some major theories of contemporary literary criticism revolving around the following issues: subject-formation, power relations, gender identity, language and representation, cultural translation, etc.  The materials selected for reading are intended to lead students into further explorations on their own in the future.
Requirements: 


1. summaries/critiques of the reading assignments to be submitted punctually

2. one oral presentation for each class member

    3.  class participation
Textbooks: 
Literary Criticism: Literary Cultural Studies. 4th edition. Eds. Robert Con Davis and Ronald Schleifer.  Longman, 1998.
Texts designated for readings and discussions in class
