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American Renaissance

Fall 2007

Tuesdays, 2:00 – 5:00pm 


The “flowering” of American literature in the mid-1800s, christened American Renaissance by F. O. Matthiessen, has contributed significantly towards the construction of a cultural identity that fulfills the postcolonial longing for such an identity. Advertently or inadvertently, the name American Renaissance brings into focus the New World’s obsession with the Old, in its inability to resist the temptation of emulation with an Old World epoch—The Renaissance—if in nothing else. Thus the task is accomplished through a double appropriation: of the old world (tradition), and of nature.


The course will sample the writings of such writers as Emerson, Hawthorne, Melville, Whitman and Dickinson in an effort to illustrate this double appropriation. 

     Students will make oral/written presentations on assigned reading materials and are required to lead at least one seminar discussion, with help from the instructor wherever necessary. A paper, approximately 10-15 pages in length, is required at the end of the semester.  

Schedule of Assignments

Week 01(09/18): Introduction

Week 02(09/25): Emerson

Week 03(10/02): Emerson

Week 04(10/09): Emerson

Week 05(10/16): Thoreau 

Week 06(10/23): Thoreau

Week 07(10/30): Whitman

Week 08(11/06): Whitman 

Week 09(11/13): Hawthorne

Week 10(11/20): Hawthorne
 

Week 11(11/27): Melville

Week 12(12/04): Melville

Week 13(12/11): Dickinson

Week 14(12/18): Dickinson

Week 15(12/25): Dickinson

Week 16(01/01): Dickinson

Week 17(01/08): Dickinson

