Chen 2

Introduction to Graduate Research Methods and Scholarly Writing
英碩一

研究方法與報告寫作

三學分 必修

Fall 2007

Instructor: Pei-Yun Chen

Mon. 14:10-17:00

Course description:

This course focuses on the reading, writing, and critical and analytical skills necessary to produce a graduate-level research project in the field of English studies.  In order to enable students to develop arguments, special attention will be paid to the close-reading skills and strategies of textual analysis.  Other relevant academic training will also be introduced, such as the establishment of bibliography, the use of electronic database through internet, etc., and most important of all, students should learn how to ask questions.  To familiarize these skills, students are required to use these research methods through an investigation of Virginia Woolf’s novel, Ms. Dalloway.  Toward the end of this semester, each student shall be able to present a paper written in standard MLA style and grammatically accepted English with clear arguments in a mini-conference. 

Writing Assignments:

One final research paper is required. During the semester, students are required to hand in two drafts of their final research paper. Students are also required to read the assignments before the class and summarize the reading assignments. Some short reports will be assigned along with the class schedule. 
Grading assessment:

Summary, abstracts and short reports: 30%

Drafts and revising assignments: 20%

Research paper: 30%

Presentations: 20%

Attendance policy:

Attendance at all classes is required and is necessary for satisfactory progress in the work of this course.  Accumulating more than three unexcused absences will greatly lower the final term grade in the course and more than one-third of the class meetings will automatically result in failure of this course.  Absences expected to be regarded as excused one MUST notify the instructor beforehand with proving documents. 

Plagiarism and honesty policy:

Plagiarism or any other form of cheating on papers, reports, homework, texts, or quizzes will result in severe penalties, which may include failure of this course and will NOT be tolerated to any degree.  Any quotations and references MUST be clearly marked with proper style.
Textbooks:

1. Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed.. New York: MLA, 2003.
2. Guerin, Wilfred L. et al. A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature. 5th ed. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

3. Woolf, Virginia. Ms. Dalloway. Orlando: Harcourt, 2002.

Tentative Schedule:
1st week: Introduction
2nd week: MLA Handbook, Ch. 1 “Research and Writing”
        Critical Approaches, Ch. 1 “Getting Started: The Precritical Response”
3rd week: MLA Handbook, Ch. 1 “Research and Writing”
        Critical Approaches, Ch. 2 “Textual scholarship, genres, and source study”
4th week: MLA Handbook, Ch. 2 “Plagiarism”
        Critical Approaches, Ch. 3 “Historical and Biographical Approaches”
5th week: MLA Handbook, Ch. 3 “The Mechanics of Writing”
        Critical Approaches, Ch. 5 “The Formalist Approach”
6th week: MLA Handbook, Ch. 3 “The Mechanics of Writing”
        Critical Approaches, Ch. 6 “The Psychological Approach: Freud”
7th week: MLA Handbook, Ch.4 “The Format of the Research Paper”
        Critical Approaches, Ch.7 “Mythological and Archetypal Approaches”
8th week: MLA Handbook, Ch. 5 “Documentation: Preparing the list of works cited”
        Critical Approaches, Ch.8 “Feminisms and Gender Studies”
9th week: MLA Handbook, Ch. 5 “Documentation: Preparing the list of works cited”
        Critical Approaches, Ch. 9 “Cultural Studies”
10th week: Mid-term week

         Student should prepare the first draft of research paper

11th week: Critical Approaches, Ch. 10 “The Play of Meaning(s)”
         The Hours
12th week: Woolf, Ms. Dalloway
13th week: Woolf, Ms. Dalloway
14th week: Woolf, Ms. Dalloway
15th week: Woolf, Ms. Dalloway
16th week: Woolf, Ms. Dalloway
17th week: mini conference

