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Requirements: attendance 10%, class participations 20%, oral presentations 20%,
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Syllabus

	Week
	Date
	Contents

	1
	9/21
	Orientations

	2
	9/28
	Richard Hofstadter, “The Paranoid Style in American Politics”
Mark Fenster, Conspiracy Theories: Secrecy and Power in American Culture, Ch. 1

	3
	10/5
	Peter Knight, Conspiracy Culture, Introduction, Ch.1

	4
	10/12
	Peter Knight, Conspiracy Culture, Ch.1

	5
	10/19
	Skip Willman, “Spinning Paranoia: The Ideologies of Conspiracy and Contingency in Postmodern Culture”
Timothy Melley, “Agency Panic and the Culture of Conspiracy”

	6
	10/26
	Han-yu Huang, “Conspiracy and Paranoid-Cynical Subjectivity in the Society of Enjoyment: A Psychoanalytic Critique of Ideology”

	7
	11/2
	Philip K. Dick, Ubik

	8
	11/9
	Carl Freedman, “Toward a Theory of Paranoia: The Science Fiction of Philip K. Dick” 

Peter Fitting, “Reality as Ideological Construct: A Reading of Five Novels by Philip K. Dick”

	9
	11/16
	Midterm week, no meeting

	10
	11/23
	Don DeLillo, Libra, Part 1

	11
	11/30
	Don DeLillo, Libra, Part 2

	12
	12/7
	Magali Cornier Michael, “The Political Paradox within Don DeLillo’s Libra”
Leonard Wilcox, “Don DeLillo’s Libra: History as Text, History as Trauma”

	13
	12/14
	Don DeLillo, Underworld, Prologue, Part 1, 2

	14
	12/21
	Don DeLillo, Underworld, Part 3, 4

	15
	12/28
	Don DeLillo, Underworld, Part 5, 6, Epilogue

	16
	1/4
	Todd McGowan, “The Obsolescence of Mystery and the Accumulation of Waste in Don DeLillo’s Underworld”
Peter Knight, “Everything Is Connected: Underworld’s Secret History of Paranoia”

	17
	1/11
	Leonard Wilcox, “Don DeLillo’s Underworld and the Return of the Real”
Stephen J. Nexal, “Spectacularspectacular!: Underworld and the Production of Terror”

	18  
	1/18
	Term paper due, lunch meeting
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