Tentative Syllabus

Course Title: Theory and Practice of Web-based Learning

Instructor: 王藹玲 Ai-Ling Wang

Term offered: Fall 2007

Class hours: Mondays 9:10 - 12:00

Location of classroom: T401
Course Description:

     This course is designed for graduate students who are interested in applying computer technologies to English instruction.  In addition to a brief introduction to computers and computer networks, this course will cover two parts of computer resources that can be applied to English instruction: informative resources and computer-mediated communications.  "Informative resources" are computer resources available to be retrieved and used in English instruction, such as CD-ROM databases, On-line databases, and World Wide Web on the Internet.  "Computer-mediated communications" are models of programs or activities based on computer networks and are services that facilitate direct human to human personal or group communication, including cross-cultural exchanges, videoconferencing, dialogue journal writing, Web publishing and so on.

     Due to limited time period, this class will not devote too much time to hands-on computer experience.  Students will need to work on their own after class for some required computer skills.  Hopefully, after fulfillment of this course, students will be able to make use of the various computer resources and develop classroom activities best for their English instruction at different levels in the future.

Course schedule

Week 1

Class orientation 

Introduction to computers

Week 2

Holiday

Week 3

videoconferencing

Week 4

Introduction to computer networks

Week 5

Introduction to the Internet

Week 6

Mailing lists, News groups

Week 7

FTP, Gopher, Telnet

Week 8

CDs and CD-ROM databases
Week 9

Mid-term exam week
Week 10

World Wide Web

Week 11

Cross-cultural exchange

Week 12

Dialogue journal

Week 13

Simulation

Week 14

Web publishing

Week 15

Distance Education

Week 16

Computer-assisted Instruction
Week 17

Final exam week




Term paper due
Week 18

Final exam week

Assignment and grading

1. Oral report  40%

Each student will choose a topic of interest and report to the class.  Schedule for oral report will be discussed in the first class meeting.

2. Term paper  40%

Each student, making reference to the models discussed in the class, will have to develop his or her project plan and write a paper to be turned in at the end of the semester.  Details for the assignment will be given in class.

3. Random assignments  20%

Occasionally, students will be requested to do some computer searches and turn in hard copies of their findings.
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