Freshman Composition 
Instructor: Shu fen Chang

Course Objective: 

1. Students will learn and practice how to write a topic sentence properly, then how to develop the topic sentence by using appropriate paragraph developments, and finally how to write a concluding sentence. 
2. Students will practice the writing process from brainstorming, to outlining, drafting, and editing/revision. 

3. Students, as authentic audience for one another, will give constructive feedback and suggestions to one another during the editing and revision phase. 

Toward the end of this semester, students should be able to write a unified and coherent paragraph and then a short composition of three to four paragraphs. The class will be conducted through lecture, class discussion, peer review, and in-class exercises. 

Textbook:

Tyner, T. E. (2003). College writing basics: A student-writing approach, Boston: Heinle & Heinle. (available at 驚聲書局)

Dictionaries and Thesaurus:

Cambridge International Dictionary of English.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1995.

Collins Cobuild English Dictionary for Advanced Learners.  New (4th) ed. Glasgow: HarperCollins, 2003.

A Dictionary of English Collocations.  Revised and enlarged ed.  Taipei: Central, 1997.

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English.  New (4th) ed.  Essex: Pearson Education, 2003.

Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners.  Oxford: Macmillan Education, 2002.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.  11th ed.  Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, 2003.

Roget’s International Thesaurus.  6th ed.  N.Y.: HarperCollins, 2003.

Webster’s New World College Dictionary.  4th ed.  N.Y.: Macmillan, 1999.

Syllabus:
	Week
	date
	Discussion Topic and Assignment Due

	1
	9/21
	Orientation

	2
	9/28
	Level 1 Sharing backgrounds/ Paragraph unity 

	3
	10/05
	Combining short sentences-method/ prewriting: free writing/ In-class Writing 1 

	4
	10/12
	Avoiding run-on sentences /1st composition and journal writing due

	5
	10/19
	Appropriate wording and Past tense verbs/ 

	6
	10/26
	Level 2 Sharing interests and preferences/ Topic sentences / 

	7
	11/02
	Compound sentences/combining method/ prewriting: making lists /In-class Writing 2

	8
	11/09
	Avoiding run-on and wordy sentences/2nd composition due

	9
	11/16
	School Mid-term exam (11/12 ~ 11/18)

	10
	11/23
	Subject-verb agreement

	11
	11/30
	/sentences beginning with there/journal writing due

	12
	12/07
	Pronouns/ adjectives, and adverbs

	13
	12/14
	Level 3 Sharing knowledge/ Paragraph development

	14
	12/21
	Paragraph development / prewriting: clustering/ In-class Writing 3

	15
	12/28
	Transitions

	16
	1/04
	Complex sentences and /3rd composition and journal writing due

	17
	1/11
	avoid fragments

	18
	1/18
	School Final exam (1/14 ~1/20)


Evaluation Scheme
Mid-term Examination   20%

Final Examination   20%   

Composition Assignments   15%
Attendance and Participation   25%
English journal  20%

(You can write freely about everything in English. Your journal will be collected every three or four weeks.) 

Note: 1. I reserve the right to make any adjustments if necessary.
2. Late, makeup, or plagiarized assignments will NOT be accepted
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