Approaches to Literature

Autumn 2007
Tuesdays 18.10-20.00; Wednesdays 18.10-19.00 (3 credits)

Instructor: Hui-Chuan Wang

Course outline:

This two-semester course introduces students to three literary genres (fiction, poetry, and drama) and a critical vocabulary with which to analyze texts of different genres. The focus in the autumn semester will be on fiction.

Textbook: 

Judith A. Stanford, Responding to Literature: Stories, Poems, Plays, and Essays, 5th edition, New York: McGraw-Hill, 2003.

Schedule:

W1:   18, 19 Sep        Orientation

W2:   26 Sep           Kate Chopin, The Storm (153-56)

W3:   2, 3 Oct          The Storm (contd.)

W4:   9 Oct            Edgar Allen Poe, The Black Cat (1154-61)

W5:   16, 17 Oct        The Black Cat (contd.)

W6:   23, 24 Oct        Alice Walker, Everyday Use (709-16)

W7:   30, 31 Oct        Everyday Use (contd.)

W8:   6, 7 Nov         Nadine Gordimer, Town and Country Lovers (575-84)

W9:   13 Nov          Mid-term Exam 

W10:  20, 21 Nov       Town and Country Lovers (contd.)

W11:  27, 28 Nov       Frank O’Connor, Guests of the Nation (912-21)

W12:  4, 5 Dec         Guests of the Nation (contd.)

W13:  11, 12 Dec       Tillie Olsen, I Stand Here Ironing (692-98)

W14:  18, 19 Dec       I Stand Here Ironing (contd.)

W15:  25, 26 Dec       Group oral reports

W16:  2 Jan            Group oral reports

W17:  8, 9 Jan          Review

W18:  15 Jan           Final Exam
Assessment:

10 % attendance and participation; 20% oral reports and quizzes; 35% mid-term;

35% final

