Syllabus

SOCIOLOGY
The Dept. of Global Politics and Economics, Tamkang University
The first quarter, 2007
Monday: 10:10am – 12:00pm
Friday: 8:10am – 10:00am

Instructor: Hsun-Hui Tseng (曾薰慧)
Classroom: Monday CL 328; Friday CL 325
Phone number: 0987-198-005
E-mail:
Office hour: By appointment

Course Description and Goals: Sociology is a field of study that explains social, political, and economic phenomena in the world. This course will introduce you to some important sociological topics such as culture, socialization, social stratification, race, gender, religion and so on, with a global perspective. You are expected to leave the class with sociological skills which allow you to analyze social events in our society with insightful perspectives. 
Required Reading: 
Joan Ferrante, Sociology: A Global Perspective, 3rd ed.,1998, Wadsworth Publishing Company.
Suggested Reading: 

王振寰、瞿海源主編，社會學與台灣社會，1999，巨流出版社。

Course Assignments: In addition to your reading assignments, you will take 6 quizzes (the lowest grade will be erased), do one group presentation. You will also write a term paper with your teammates. The quizzes will be held in the first section on Friday. You will be asked to explain basic sociological concepts from the readings. 

Your final course grade will be calculated as follows:
ASSIGNMENTS                EXAM DATE/DUE DATE       TOTAL PERCENTAGE
Quizzes                      Fridays, Week 3-8           40%  100 points (20 per quiz)

Group Presentation         Throughout the quarter             20%    100 points

Group Paper             In one week after presentation  25%  100 points
In-Class Performance
(including attendance)


   15%  100 points (60 for attendance)

The quizzes: You will take 6 quizzes from week 3 to week 8 (See the schedule below). In order to do well on the quizzes be sure to do each week’s readings, highlight important concepts in the reading. There is no make up for any of the quizzes. The lowest grade of your quizzes will be automatically erased. Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously and are grounds for failure in this course. 

The Group Presentation: The class will be divided into 8 groups (with 6-7 people in each) in the first week. In each Monday’s class I will address important concepts in the textbook and you are responsible for reporting examples in the readings in each Friday’s class. You’re encouraged to, but not forced to, do a comparative study between the society introduced in the textbook and our own. For example, after reading an example in the textbook, you may want to link it to our society, thinking of how the societies are different from each other, and why. Each group should also lead discussions for the class. You can prepare two or three questions in advance or ask your classmates to ask you questions during the Q&A section. No interaction with audience will result in lower grades. To give a good presentation, you may need to go online to search useful information and discuss with your teammates how to use the time. Each group has about 20 minutes to present and 10 minutes to hold Q&A. Audience who actively ask questions or give comments on the presentation will get credits for his/her in-class performance. You are allowed to do presentation in Chinese and welcome to use multiple media as your tools.
The Group Paper: You are required to hand in your group paper in one week after your presentation. The content of your paper should consist of three parts: 1. A summary of the chapter, in particular the concepts that I address in class 2. Analyzing examples you present in class 3. Questions and comments by your classmates and me, and your own responses. Suggested paper length: no more than 5000 words. 
In-Class Performance: You are required to attend each class and join in-class discussions. I will randomly take attendance for 3 times throughout the quarter. You will get 60 points in total from class attendance and 40 points from discussion performance, including asking and answering questions. 
Class Schedule

WEEK 1: 9/17 (M) Course Introduction; 

9/21 (F) Lecture: Ch1The Sociological Imagination 
WEEK 2: 9/24 (M) Holiday (*need to make up a class: Lecture: Ch3 Culture)
9/28 (F) Group Presentation 1
WEEK 3: 10/01 (M) Lecture: Ch4 Socialization
10/05 (F) Quiz 1: Ch4; Group Presentation 2
WEEK 4: 10/08 (M) Lecture: Ch7 Deviance, Conformity, and Social Control
10/12 (F) Quiz 2: Ch5; Group Presentation 3
WEEK 5: 10/15 (M) Lecture: Ch8 Social Stratification 
10/19 (F) Quiz 3: Ch8; Group Presentation 4
WEEK 6: 10/22 (M) Lecture: Ch9 Race and Ethnicity 
10/26 (F) Quiz 4: Ch9; Group Presentation 5
WEEK 7: 10/29 (M) Lecture: Ch10 Gender &Ch12 Family Life
11/02 (F) Quiz 5: Ch10; Group Presentation 6
WEEK 8: 11/05 (M) Lecture: Ch11 Economics and Politics
11/09 (F) Quiz 6: Ch11&12; Group Presentation 7
WEEK 9: 11/12 (M) Lecture: Ch 15 Religion
11/16 (F) Group Presentation 8 (group paper due: Mon, 11/19); Course review
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