Public Policy

Instructor: Mei-Fang Fan 

Office: Ba841  ext.: 3382
Email: 126196@mail.tku.edu.tw  
Office hour: Wed 4~5 pm, or by appointment
Course description and objectives
This course provides an introduction to the theory and practice of public policy. It includes the various frameworks and approaches which could by employed to analyse policy problems and policy processes. Its goals are to enable students to understand the basic concepts, models and paradigms of the discipline, and to analyse the policy making process and the substance of policy in selected areas.

Required readings
Wayne Parsons, 1995. Public Policy: An Introduction to the Theory and Practice of Policy Analysis. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.
Dye, Thomas R. 2006. Understanding Public Policy. 12th edition. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.  
Dunn, William N. 2003 Public Policy Analysis: An Introduction, 3rd ed. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall.
丘昌泰，2004，《公共政策》，台北：巨流。

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 

Week 1  9/19  Course introduction & What is public policy?
Wayne Parsons 1.1 Introduction (pp. xv-xviii)
丘昌泰 總論 (pp.1-7)
Week 2
 9/26  ‘Public’ and ‘Policy’ as concepts & typologies of policy issues
Wayne Parsons 1.2 (pp.1-16) & 2.5 (pp.132-134)
丘昌泰 Ch1 (pp.11-28)
Week 3
 10/3  The development of policy approach & policy analysis
Parsons 1.3, 1.4 & 丘Ch 1

Week 4   10/10  Holiday

Week 5
 10/17  Models for policy analysis

Dye Ch 2 & 丘Ch 2
Week 6 
 10/24  Varieties of analytical frameworks & Philosophy frameworks
Parsons 1.5, 1.6 & 丘Ch 5
Week 7 
 10/31   Analysis and the policy process 
Parsons 1.7, 1.8 & 丘Ch 6 
Week 8 
 11/7    Paradigms & stage and cycles
Parsons 1.9, 1.10 & 丘Ch 4
Week 9   11/14   Midterm exam

Week 10  11/21   The analysis of problem definition

Parsons 2.1 & 丘Ch 8
Week 11  11/28   Social problem approaches & public opinion 
Parsons 2.2, 2.3 & 丘Ch 10
Week 12  12/5    Agenda-setting

Parsons 2.4 & 丘Ch 9 
Week 13
  12/12  Non-decision-making and the third dimension of power

Parsons 2.6 & 丘Ch 11

Week 14  12/19   Policy argument
Dunn  & 丘Ch 12

Week 15
 12/26   Critical approaches
Parsons 2.7 & 丘Ch 14
Week 16  1/2     Policy networks

Parsons 2.10  & 丘Ch13
Week 17  1/9
     Globalization and policy-making
Parsons 2.12
Week 18  1/16    Final exam
Course Requirements 

The course consists of lectures, discussions and examinations. Students are expected to be prepared and active participants. 
Assessments

Class attendance & group discussion 20%

Midterm exam  40% 
Final exam     40%
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