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Syllabus: English I
____________________________________________
· Course Objective

The objective of English I (1st Semester 2007) is to “improve students’ English proficiency in all four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.” 
· Course Description

The course will be jointly taught by the instructor who focuses on reading and writing in the regular classroom and by the teaching assistant who concentrates on listening and speaking in the language lab. Please also be noted that we will be using the same textbooks (Quest 2 – Reading and Writing and Quest 2 – Listening Speaking), covering the same required chapters, and taking the uniform mid-term and final examinations. 

· Course Requirements

I. 
Please keep in mind that this is a language course in which you have no reason to remain silent. In this class, silence is read as a sign of indifference to the course, to its instructor, and to your own learning. Your silence can therefore badly frustrate your instructor, making everyone feeling terrible and miserable about this class. So, always raise questions if you have any and always respond to your instructor even it’s just a simple “yes” or “no.”
II. 
Attendance is crucial. Noted absence, even once, can seriously jeopardize your chance of passing this course. So, skip the class at your own risk. In cases of unavoidable absence, make sure to inform and obtain the permission from your instructor in advance, either in person or via e-mail. 
III. 
Pre-view the lessons before coming to the class as you are expected to show up in class ready to raise and answer questions and enter discussions. Students coming to the class unprepared will have their names entered into the “Candidates for Failing This Course” list. 
IV. 
All required assignments should be submitted on time. Late submission gets penalized by discounted grade. 
V. 
Try to have some sort of English dictionary with you whenever you come to the class. For one thing, learning any language without at least one dictionary is simply unimaginable. For another, with a dictionary, you’ll be able to do better in the pop-up quizzes or exercises your instructor is bound to give in class.
· Course Schedule (Revised)
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September 21
Course Introduction
[image: image3.wmf] 
September 28
Unit 1 – Chapter 1: Doing Business Internationally


Part 1: International Marketing Mistake
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October 5
Unit 1 – Chapter 1: Doing Business Internationally


Part 2: International Culture
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October 12
Unit 1 – Chapter 1: Doing Business Internationally


Part 4: The Mechanics of Writing
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October 19
Unit 1 – Chapter 2: The Global Economy


Part 1: The Exchange of Material Goods
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October 26
Unit 1 – Chapter 2: The Global Economy


Part 3: Economic Systems
[image: image8.wmf] 
November 2
Unit 1 – Chapter 2: The Global Economy


Part 4: The Mechanics of Writing
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November 9
Mid-Term Course Review
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November 16
Mid-Term Examination
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November 23
Unit 2 – Chapter 3: Themes and Purposes


Part 1: Looking at Art: What’s the Story?
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November 30
Unit 2 – Chapter 3: Themes and Purposes


Part 2: The Sacred Realm of Art
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December 7
Unit 2 – Chapter 3: Themes and Purposes


Part 4: The Mechanics of Writing
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December 14
Course Review 
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December 21
Unit 2 – Chapter 4: The Ancient World: Egypt



Part 2; Finds Reveal Much of Life at Pyramids 
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December 28
Unit 2 – Chapter 4: The Ancient World: Egypt


Part 3: Egyptian Civilization: A Brief History
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January 4
Unit 2 – Chapter 4: The Ancient World: Egypt


Part 4: The Mechanics of Writing
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January 11
Course Review
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January 18
Final Examination
· Grading Criteria (Tentative)
Class Participation, Exercises and Assignments
30%
Mid-Term Examination 



25%
Final Examination 




25%
Listening Comprehension & TA Grading

20%
· Examination Question Types
Vocabulary






20%

Cloze Test






20%

Sentence Structure




20%

Translation (English ↔ Chinese)


20%

Essay Questions





20%

· Course Instructor

Your course instructor is Chien-Ta (Bob) Hsu, a part-time teacher with no office on campus to maintain fixed office hours. However, when for whatever reason you feel the need to talk to him, he can be reached by telephone (also fax) at (02) 2368-4299 or e-mail at atatsu@seed.net.tw.
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