Fiction 

Instructor: 陳建志 Albert Chen

Course description:

In this course we will study fiction as one of the most essential genres of literature. We will basically focus on classic short stories though some classic novels will also be discussed. We will not only learn to appreciate the major elements of fiction such as plot, point of view, character, setting, style, theme, but will also come to a deeper understanding of various ways of approach and kinds of criticism through reading and discussion. 

Tentative Syllabus

Week
Content
Focus

1st week


General Introduction
How to read a short story



2nd week
The Circular Ruin
Jorge Luis Borges/ Realism, Surrealism, Magical Realism and Literature of the Fantastic/ Mythological Criticism

3rd week


The Circular Ruin
Jorge Luis Borges/ Realism, Surrealism, Magical Realism and Literature of the Fantastic/ Mythological Criticism

4th week
The Appointment in Samara
W. Somerset Maugham/ Fable, Parable and Tales; Mythology



5th week


The Fox and the Grapes; Independence
Aesop; Chuang Tzu/ Fable, Parable and Tales; Mythology



6th week 
The Necklace 
Guy de Maupassant/ Irony; Theme; Style

7th week
The Necklace
Guy de Maupassant/ Irony; Theme; Style/ Cultural Study



8th week
A & P
John Updike/ Plot; Setting; Character

9th week
Mid-term Examination

10th week
No One’s a Mystery; The Ones Who Walk Away from Omeals
Elizabeth Tallent; Ursula Le Guin/ Symbol/ Modern Fiction/ Sci-fi Fiction



11th week
No One’s a Mystery; The Ones Who Walk Away from Omeals
Elizabeth Tallent; Ursula Le Guin/ Symbol/ Modern Fiction/ Sci-fi Fiction

  

1th week
Girl; Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been
Jamaica Kincaid; Joyce Carol Oates/ Gender Criticism; Psychological Criticism/ Feminism 

13thweek
Girl; Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been 
Jamaica Kincaid; Joyce Carol Oates/ Gender Criticism/ Psychological Criticism/ Feminism


14th wee
Movies 
Fictions & Movies Based on them

15th week
Movies 
Fictions & Movies Based on them

16th week
The Tell-Tale Hearts
Edgar Allan Poe/ Psychological Criticism (“The Father Figure” by Daniel Hoffman)/ Gothic Stories

17th week
The Tell-Tale Hearts
Edgar Allan Poe/ Psychological Criticism (“The Father Figure” by Daniel Hoffman)/ Gothic Stories

18th week
Final Examination

Teaching Methods：Lecturing, group presentation, in-class Q & A, movies
Requirements：Reading, group presentation; in-class responses

Evaluation and grade: They are based on mid-term exam, final exam, group 
                  presentation & individual responses, attendance—those who 

                  are absent for three times or more will fail the course.   

Assigned Textbooks：An Introduction to Fiction (9th Edition) by X. J. Kennedy & 

                  Dana Gioia
Reference Books： The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction by R. V. Cassill & Richard 

                Bausch 

Fiction 

Instructor: 陳建志 Albert Chen

Course description:

In this course we will study fiction as one of the most essential genres of literature. We will basically focus on classic short stories though some classic novels will also be discussed. We will not only learn to appreciate the major elements of fiction such as plot, point of view, character, setting, style, theme, but will also come to a deeper understanding of various ways of approach and kinds of criticism through reading and discussion. 

Tentative Syllabus (2nd semester)
Week
Content
Focus

1st week


General Introduction
Fiction: short stories and movies


2nd week
Happy Endings
Margaret Atwood/ Deconstructionist Criticism/ Postmodern Criticism

3rd week


Happy Endings
Roland Barthes/ Deconstructionist Criticism/ Postmodern Criticism/ The Death of the Author

4th week
A Pair of Tickets
Amy Tan/ Setting the Voice/ Chinese American Writer


5th week


The Rocking Horse Winner
D. H. Lawrence/ Sociological Criticism/ Money and Labor in “The Rocking Horse Winner”

6th week 
The Rocking Horse Winner  
D. H. Lawrence/ Sociological Criticism/ Money and Labor in “The Rocking Horse Winner”

7th week
The Lover
Duras/ Novel and Movie Based upon It/ Post-colonial Study


8th week
The Lover
Duras/ Novel and Movie Based upon It/ Post-colonial Study

9th week
Mid-term Examination

10th week
The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World
Gabriel Garcia Marquez/ Magical Realism/ Borges/ Calvino


11th week
Pieces from The Invisible Cities
Italo Calvino/ Magical Realism/ Borges/ Calvino
  

1th week
Pieces from The Invisible Cities
Italo Calvino/ Magical Realism/ Borges/ Calvino 

13thweek
The Yellow Wallpaper 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman/ Gender Criticism/ Psychological Criticism/ Feminism


14th wee
The Yellow Wallpaper 
Gender and Pathology in “The Yellow Wallpaper” 

15th week
Movie 
Fictions & Movies Based on Them

16th week
A Rose for Emily
William Faulkner/ point of view, theme symbol, etc

17th week
A Rose for Emily
William Faulkner/ point of view, theme symbol, etc

18th week
Final Examination

Teaching Methods：Lecturing, group presentation, in-class Q & A, movies
Requirements：Reading, group presentation; in-class responses

Evaluation and grade: They are based on mid-term exam, final exam, group 
                  presentation & individual responses, attendance—those who 

                  are absent for three times or more will fail the course.   

Assigned Textbooks：An Introduction to Fiction (9th Edition) by X. J. Kennedy & 

                  Dana Gioia
Reference Book： The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction by R. V. Cassill & Richard 

                Bausch 

