英文系英美散文授課大綱及暫定進度表

English Departments, First Semester, 2007

Subject of the Course: American and British Prose for Sophomore

Lecturer: Yang Ming-tu

Objectives: This course will offer students a balance of contemporary and classic readings that engage their interest and promote their critical thinking and thoughtful writing. This course aims to sharpen students reading skills too by increasing their vocabulary power and knowledge of important rhetoric concepts. In addition, this course is designed to cultivate students’s ability in raising questions and in debating about answers to the questions. Relevant specific topics about each essay will be offered per week for lively discussions in class, and students will be urged to write down whatever comes to their mind out of their experience in daily life. Television commercials and films that articulate and transmit values implicit in the essays taught, discussed or read will be introduced to students to help them understand the themes of the essays.

Textbooks: (1) Marcia Stubbs, Sylvan Barnet William E. Cain. Little Brown Reader. New York: Pearson Longman 2006.

         (2) Yang Ming-tu. Shui Tui Tze Fables. Taipei: Bookman, 2002

Tentative weekly topics

1.      J. H Plumb. The Dying Family

2.      We will talk about such topics as previewing, skimming, highlighting, underlining, annotating, summarizing and Critical Thinking: Analyzing the Text

3.      Students will be asked to discuss tone and persona in Plumb’s essay

4.      C. S. Lewis. We have No “Right to Happiness”

5.      We will discuss such themes as responding to an essay, and some style of writing including summaries, jottings, outlines and lists

6.      Students will be offered some topics about Lewis’s essay and discuss persuasive strategies in C. S. Lewis’s essay

7.      Mark Edmundson. How Teachers Can Stop Cheaters

8.      We will have some conversation about writing about differing views and do some thinking about analysis and evaluation of an essay

9.      Students will be demanded to do a checklist for avoiding plagiarism and discuss such questions as  acknowledging sources, fair use of common knowledge, and using quotations

10.  Mid-term Exam

11.  Cary Shapiro. Lasting Impression—Downloading Is Illegal

12.  We will introduce three kinds of evidence including examples, testimony, and statistics

13.  Students will be asked t discuss how to avoid fallacies and how to begin and end an argument effectively

14.  Students will be asked to analysize Richard rhodes’ Hollow Claims about Fantasy Violence

15.  Cary Sherman. Perspective: honest Talk about Down loads

16.  Lou Jacobs Jr. What Qualities Does a Good Photograph Have?

17.  Jason Green. Did Dorothea Lange Pose Her Subject for Migrant Mother?

18.  Final Examination

Grading: Of the total score, Mid-term accounts for 40%, Final for 40%, Quiz and Discussion in class for 10%, and attendance for 10%
