Composition II

Autumn 2007
Thursdays 16.10-18.00 (2 credits)

Instructor: Hui-Chuan Wang

Course outline:

This course develops students’ command of written English with an emphasis on the ability to organize one’s ideas in a well-developed essay. Students will learn about the stages of the writing process, from prewriting, drafting, to revising.

N.B. All take-home assignments should be double-spaced and typeset in 12-point Times New Roman, and printed on one side only of A4 paper. Any assignment that is more than 7 days overdue will not be accepted.

Textbook: 

Regina L. Smalley, Mary K. Ruetten, and Joann Rishel Kozyrev, Refining Composition Skills: Rhetoric and Grammar, 5th ed., Heinle & Heinle, 2001.

Schedule:

W1:   20 Sep            Orientation

W2:   27 Sep            Chapter 6: Introduction to the Essay

W3:   4 Oct             Chapter 7: The Example Essay

W4:   11 Oct            Chapter 7 (contd.); 1st essay peer review
W5:   18 Oct            Chapter 8: Comparison and Contrast; 1st essay due
W6:   25 Oct            Chapter 8 (contd.)

W7:   1 Nov             Review 1st essay 

W8:   8 Nov             Chapter 9: The Classification Essay; 2nd peer review
W9:   15 Nov            Mid-term Exam
W10:  22 Nov            Chapter 9 (contd.); 2nd essay due
W11:  29 Nov            Review mid-term exam 

W12:  6 Dec             Chapter 10: The Process Analysis Essay

W13:  13 Dec            Review 2nd essay

W14:  20 Dec            Chapter 10 (contd.); 3rd essay peer review
W15:  27 Dec            Chapter 11: The Cause-and-Effect Essay; 3rd essay due
W16:  3 Jan              Chapter 11 (contd.)

W17:  10 Jan             Review 3rd essay

W18:  17 Jan             Final Exam
Assessment:

10% attendance and participation; 15% peer review; 45% take-home essays; 15% mid-term; 15% final

