Sophomore English Composition, Fall 2007
Wed. 4:00-6:00

Instructor: Ya-fen Huang

yfsonia@yahoo.com 

I. Course objective: Students should be taught how to write an introductory paragraph including a thesis statement, supporting body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.  Toward the end of the first semester, students should be able to write a well-developed short essay of three to four paragraphs.  For the second semester, students should be taught different kinds of essays, such as narrative, descriptive, informative, argumentative, etc., so that by the end of the semester they will be able to write different kinds extended essays.
II. Textbooks:
Regina L. Smalley, Mary K. Ruetten, and Joann Rishel Kozyrev, Refining Composition Skills: Rhetoric and Grammar, 5th ed., Heinle & Heinle, 2001.

III. Schedule of Reading:
1. First Semester
Chapter 1 The Writing Process

Chapter 2 Introduction to the Paragraph
Chapter 3 The Narrative Paragraph

Mid-term Week
Chapter 4 The Descriptive Paragraph

Chapter 5 The Expository Paragraph

Chapter 6 Introduction to the Essay

Final Week
2. Second Semester
Chapter 7 The Example Essay

Chapter 8 The Comparison and Contrast Essay

Chapter 9 The Classification Essay

Mid-term Week
Chapter 10 The Process Analysis Essay
Chapter 11 The Cause-and-Effect Analysis Essay

Chapter 12 The Argumentative Essay

Final Week
IV. Grading Criteria:
 1. Class attendance is mandatory. 
 2. Regular class discussions and readings for the class.
40% attendance and participation (10% in-class discussion); 60% take-home essays (At least have three, each takes 20%)
