Chen 3

Freshman English Composition I
英 1F 英作文(一)

2 credits (必修 二學分)
Fall 2007

Instructor: Pei-Yun Chen

Fri. 13:10-15:00
Course objective:

This is an academic year-long composition course.  In the first semester, students will be taught to write complete and meaningful sentences with emphasis on correct usage of grammar and idiomatic expressions.  At the end of the semester, students should be able to write at least four kinds of sentences: simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex.  In the second semester, students will be taught how to write a topic sentence properly, then how to develop the topic sentence by using appropriate paragraph developments, and finally how to write a concluding sentence.  Toward the end of the second semester, students should be able to write a unified and coherent paragraph and then a short composition of three to four paragraphs. 

Course requirements:

1. Students should come to the class with proper preparation beforehand. Instructor will check whether the students read the assignments. Pop-quizzes may be given at any time.

2. All the take-home writing assignments are required to hand in before the meeting begins. 

3. All the writing assignments (except in-class drills) must be neatly typed, double-spaced on A4 paper. The writing format should follow MLA style. 

4. Students are expected to participate in class discussions. 

5. Students are required to bring an English dictionary to the class. 

Writing Assignments:

1. In-class exercises

2. Take-home writing assignments

3. Revision

Required Textbook:

1. Tyner, Thomas E. College Writing Basics—a Student-writing Approach (6th edition).

2. In-class handout  

Assessment:

Quizzes: 20% (There will be ten quizzes during the whole semester.)

Writing and revising assignments: 30%

Mid-term: 25%

Final: 25%
Attendance is mandatory. Each unexcused absence will result in 5 points down from the final term grade. Any absence that expects to be considered as excused one must present the proper documents to the instructor in advance. Over fifteen minutes late to the class will be regarded as an absence. 
[NOTE]

每一次無故缺席扣學期成績5分。

超過四次無故缺席，學期成績不及格。

缺席超出本學期上課時數1/3，學期成績以零分計。
Class Schedule: (tentative, subject to revision)

1st week: Introduction

2nd week: Level 1: Sharing Backgrounds
        The paragraph (Audience, prewriting)

3rd week: The paragraph (professional writing, reading)

4th week: The Sentence: Sentence Variety

        (combining short sentences-method, reading)

5th week: The Sentence: Correct Sentences

        (run-on sentence pattern, reading)

6th week: The Word: Verb Forms

        (Subject and verb identification, regular past tense verbs)

7th week: The Word: Pronouns, adjectives, adverbs

8th week: The Word: Reading, spelling

        Peer review and discussion

9th week: Review

10th week: Mid-term exam

11th week: Sharing Interests and Preferences
         The Paragraph: Topic sentences 

12th week: The Paragraph: prewriting and reading
13th week: The Sentences: Sentence Variety
         (compound sentences, reading, combing method)

14th week: The Sentences: Correct Sentences
         (run-on sentence pattern, reading)

15th week: Clear Sentences (revising wordy sentences)
         The Word (subject-verb agreement, sentences beginning with THERE)

16th week: The Word (pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, spelling)
17th week: Review

18th week: Final exam

