Teacher: Prof. Yang Chenkuei (FL 726 ext. 2957)

Time: Fri. 10:10 –12:00 Place: T605

Freshman Composition 

Fall semester, 2007
Course Objective:
The course is intended to acquaint freshman English majors with basic writing skills and to give them ample opportunities to practice writing. We would begin with paragraph writing while reviewing some key grammar points. The ideas of topic sentence, paragraph unity and coherence will be our main focus for this semester.

Course Requirements:

A writing assignment will be given every other week, including first drafts and rewrites. Students are encouraged to read as much as they can so that they have raw material to use in writing. They are also encouraged to explore our library for whatever help they can get from there. Besides, students need to keep an English diary with at least one entry commenting on current issues bi-weekly. All writing assignments will be evaluated and figure in their final grade. Please also note that Students should hand in their assignments on time. Any delay will incur loss of points from their final grade. All hand-in assignments should be typewritten.
Required Textbooks:

1. College Writing Basics: A Student-Writing Approach. 6th edition. Thomas E. Tyner. (Boston: Thomson Heinle, 2003) 文鶴代理
2. Understanding and Using English Grammar. 3rd Ed. By Betty Schrampfer Azar. (New York: Longman, 1999) 敦煌代理

Course Calendar:
Date
  

Week




Description 

9/21
   1


Orientation 

9/28
   2          Introducing the topic sentence “Sharing Backgrounds” (1st assignment due)
10/5
   3


Grammar Review on verb tenses (Rewrite the 1st Assignment)

10/12
   4
Sample reading on p. 14 and 21 (1st rewrite due & 2nd assignment)

10/19
   5
Grammar Review on verb tenses 2 (2nd assignment due)

10/26
6


Sample reading on p. 26 and 40

11/2
7
Grammar Review on verb tenses 3 (2nd rewrite due)

11/9
   8


“Sharing Interests and Preferences” (3rd writing assignment)

11/16
9
Mid-term week (written test on grammar plus writing a short composition)

11/23 
10
Grammar Review on adverb clauses and nouns (3rd assignment due)

11/30 

11


Sample reading on p. 59 and 68.

12/7
   12


Grammar Review on pronouns (3rd rewrite due)
12/14
   13


Sample reading on p. 77 and 94.

12/21
   14


Grammar Review on Modals (I) (4th assignment due)
12/28
   15


In-class writing practice
1/4
   16 

Grammar Review on Modals (II) (4th rewrite due)

1/11
   17 

Review

1/18

18


Final exam (a test on grammar plus a short composition)

Evaluation: 

Writing assignments 40%  classroom participation10%  Midterm exam 20%  Final exam 30%

Note:

Any student with five absences will be automatically suspended from the final exam. (Non-negotiable!)
