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This PhD level seminar course analyzes the history of slavery in the United States from its origins to the final collapse and destruction of slavery during the Civil War. The course will examine the diversity of experiences among enslaved people, as well as to different approaches in how scholars have approached the history of American slavery.  We will focus particularly on the political debates over the issue of slavery, from the American Founding to the Civil War, and how Americans sought to understand their own involvement with slavery.  
The syllabus is subject to change.
Course readings:

Davis, David Brion. Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New 

World (Oxford, 2006)
Lowance, Mason. A House Divided: The Antebellum Slavery Debates in America, 

1776-1865 (Princeton, 2003) 
Additional Xeroxed copies will be assigned.

Method of Evaluation: 

Research essay

Class attendance and participation

Course outline:

Slavery in Western Antiquity

Origins of Slavery in New World

South America and the Caribbean

Colonial Slavery

Problem of Slavery in American Revolution

Haiti

Abolitionist Movement

Evolution of Pro-Slavery Thought

Social History of Slavery

Slave Conspiracies and Revolts

Slavery and Politics in Early Republic

Civil War and Slavery
