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Objective

The course is design to provide students an introductory understanding of the essence and application of revolution in military affairs (RMA), and an overview of defense transformation in the United States since the early 1990s. Advancement in critical high technology, especially military technology has brought about dramatic changes to the operational concept and the conduct of warfare, and new ways the military organization is adapted. The United States military is second to none in the world in terms of technology, military thinking and fighting power. The RMA concept in U.S. defense transformation has a profound influence not only on how people contemplate future warfare, but also on military development of other countries. The course intend to promote, create and expand the community of young professionals who are interested in defense affairs and the inquiry of military science.

Course Outline

03/06
Course Overview 

03/13
Global Security Environment & Changing Nature of Warfare 
03/20
Conceptualization & Evolution of RMA
03/27
RMA & Defense Transformation
04/03
Spring Break (no class)
04/10
Technology & Weapons Systems Innovations 

Conference at Georgia Tech (guest speaker)
04/17
Strategy & Doctrinal Revolutions
04/24
Organizational & Institutional Reforms
05/01
Mid-term Examination Week (no class)
05/08
Jointness: Doctrine & Operations
05/15
Information Operations & Information Warfare

05/22
Network-centric Warfare & Total Force
05/29
Professional Military Education
06/05
Global Defense Posture Review
06/12
Defense Transformation in Asia-Pacific
06/19
Dragon Boat Festival (national holiday, no class)
06/26
Final Examination Week (no class)
Readings & References

· There is no required textbook for this class.

· Assigned readings and class materials are distributed the week before the class in hard copy or through email network.  
· Students are encouraged to explore literatures from various sources from bookstores and from internet, e.g.:
· Federation of American Scientists – www.fas.org
· U.S. Department of Defense – www.defenselink.mil
· U.S. DoD Office of Transformation – www.oft.osd.mil
· The RMA Debate – www.comw.org/rma
· Plus over 60,000 related websites under www.google.com
Course Requirements

This is a graduate-level professional course and will have the appropriate standards and assignments: regular attendance at scheduled classes, assignments completed on time, and evaluation according to students’ preparation and participation in class discussions.

· Class participation & Discussions (30%)
Students are required to complete assigned reading materials before coming to class. 
· Mid-term Exam (30%)
Students are required to do a take-home examination on a subject assigned by instructor. The examination will be essay questions 

· Final Exam (40%)

Each student is expected to act as secretary of defense of the United States and write a three-page (typed, single space) memo on “Defense Transformation and Future Asia-Pacific Security: Prospects and Options.”  Policy memo should include: one paragraph summary, review of current defense transformation, assessment of U.S. strategy in Asia-Pacific, and action items to be undertaken.


Instructor

Dr. Alexander Chieh-cheng Huang is Professor of Strategic Studies and Director of the Graduate Institute of American Studies at Tamkang University. He is also a Senior Associate at the International Security Program of Center for International and Strategic Studies (CSIS). Dr. Huang previously served in the ROC Government as Vice Chairman of the Mainland Affairs Council. He specializes in Asian and Chinese security and defense affairs.
Office Hours

Office hours are by appointment only. Professor Huang can be reached at

· TKU campus: T801, telephone ext. 2705, or at his 

· Downtown office: 14F, 88, Section 2, Chuang Hsiao East Road, Taipei, telephone: 2396-8760 ext. 15.

· Email: ahuang@csis.org, sinostrategy@hotmail.com
