A Tentative Syllabus for 

Selected Ecological Essays, Ph.D. Progam, English Department, 2006, Second Semester

Instructor: Yang Ming-tu

Textbooks: (1) Andrew Dobson, ed. The Green Reader. San Francisco: Mercury House,1991

          (2) Robyn Eckersley. Environmentalism and Political Theory. New State University Press

          (3) David Pepper. Eco-Socialism. London and NewYork: Routledge,1993

          (4) Michael Talbot. Beyond the Quantum. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1986

          (5) Robert B. Tapp. Ecohumanism. Amherst, NewYork: Prometheus Books,2002

 

Articles to be covered weekly

1. 1.     Chapter One from Environmentalism and Political Theory
2. 2.     Chapter Two from Environmentalism and Political Theory
3. 3.     Chapter Three from Environmentalism and Political Theory
4. 4.     Andreas Rosenberg, “Ecohumanism,” Ecohumanism
5. 5.     Harvey B. Sarles, “The Human in the Context of Nature,” Ecohumanism
6. 6.     Richard Gilbert, “Are We Stripping the Earth of Its Mystery?” Ecohumanism
7. 7.     Garrett Hardin: “The Tragedy of the Commons”; Vandana Shiva: “Problems with the Enlightenment”; Murra Vookchin: “Social Ecology,” from The Green Reader
8. 8.     Adre Gorz: “A Possible Utopia”; Willaims Ophuls” “Frugality and freedom”;Ted Trainer: “The Technological Fix” from The Green Reader
9. 9.     Tom Regan, “Animal Rights’; Aldo Leoold: “A Land Ethic,” Arne Naess: “Deep Ecology”from The Green Reader
10. 10.  North American Indians: “Touch the Earth’; Jan Smuts: “Holism”; Carolyn Merchang, “Women and Nature” from The Green Reader
11. 11.  Rachel Carson,”Humbling the Human”; Thoreau, “Walking”; Martin Ryle: “Ecosocialism” from The Green Reader
12. 12.  Marxism’s Relevance to Econcentrism, The Materialist Approach to History, The Analysis of Capitalism—Eco-Socialism
13. 13.  Imlications for Environmetn and Nature, Marxism and the Population-resources issue, The Society-nature dialectic, and alienation from nature—from Eco-Socialism
14. 14.  Martxism and Liberation, Social Change and Meta-theory, The Marxist Critique of Ecocentrism--from Eco-Socialism
15. 15.  Letter to Vanessa

16. 16.  Guantum Physics Comes of Age

 

Grading: Term Paper (15 pages), 30%; Participation in Class Discussions, 30% Weekly presentation, 40%

 

 

 

