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Emily Dickinson
Spring, 2006
Tuesdays, 2:00 – 5:00pm 


Dickinson has traditionally been perceived as a solitary figure living in an uncharted inner space unaffected by, and therefore unrelated to, the external events of history and culture. One suspects that in leaving Dickinson out of his now classical study of arts and letters in the age of Emerson and Whitman, American Renaissance, Matthiessen may have held just such a view. Yet in her struggles, as Wendy Martin has said, “with her faith, with her father, with mortality and with the challenges of being a woman and poet,” this unique, idiosyncratic, dazzling and challenging poet nevertheless proclaims that she sees “New Englandly,” which expresses at least a  longing for being situated. 
 The course is designed for those who are interested in experiencing Dickinson, so we will be reading as many of her often difficult poems as closely as we can. Toward this goal, we may bring in a bit of Emerson and Whitman when they help to provide the necessary context to situate her.

     Students are required to study the assigned texts before they come to class, present their readings in a short oral report, and actively participate in class discussions. A paper, approximately 10-15 pages in length, is required at the end of the semester.  
Texts:
Thomas Johnson, ed. The Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson (1955)

R. W. Franklin, ed. The Poems of Emily Dickinson (1999) 
The Norton Anthology of American Literature (5th Edition)

Sculley Bradley & Harold W. Blodgett, eds. Leaves of Grass. The Norton Critical Edition(1973).

Some Useful References:

Judith Farr. The Passion of Emily Dickinson (1992)

________, ed. Emily Dickinson: A Collection of Critical Essays (1996)
________. The Gardens of Emily Dickinson. Harvard UP (2004)

Cynthia Griffin Wolff. Emily Dickinson (1986)
Alfred Habegger. My Wars Are Laid Away in Books. Moderrn Library (2001)
Suzan Juhasz, ed. Feminist Critics Read Emily Dickinson (1983)
Jay Leyda. The Years and Hours of Emily Dickinson.Yale UP (1960)

Marta McDowell. Emily Dickinson’s Gardens: A Celebration of a Poet and a Gardener. McGraw-Hill (2005)
Wendy Martin, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Emily Dickinson. Cambridge UP (2002)
F. O. Matthiessen. American Renaissance. Oxford UP (1948) 

David S. Reynolds. Beneath the American Renaissance. Harvard UP(1989)

Richard B. Sewall. The Life of Emily Dickinson (1974)

Schedule of Assignments

Week 01(03/06): Introduction

Week 02(03/13): Emerson, “Nature,” “American Scholar,” “The Poet”
Week 03(03/20): Whitman, Preface (1855), “Song of Myself”
Week 04(03/27): Whitman, poems from “Inscriptions,” “Children of Adam” and “Calamus”
Week 05(04/03): Whitman, “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” poems from “Sea-Drift” 
Week 06(04/10): Whitman, poems from “Drump-Taps” and “Memories of President Lincoln”
Week 07(04/17): Whitman, selections from Specimen Days, “Passage to India,”poems from “Whispers of Heavenly Death”


Week 08(04/24): Dickinson: 258-305*
Week 09(05/01): Dickinson: 312-328
Week 10(05/08): Dickinson: 341-488
Week 11(05/15): Dickinson: 501-593
Week 12(05/22): Dickinson: 632-712
Week 13(05/29): Dickinson: 732-824
Week 14(06/05): Dickinson: 939-986
Week 15(06/12): Dickinson: 1068-1129
Week 16(06/19): Dickinson: 1138-1273
*These are from The Norton Anthology of American Literature (5th Edition).

