Seminar on Native American Literature

Instructor: Dr. Robin Chen-hsing Tsai

Course Objective: Louise Erdrich’s recently completed tetralogy—Tracks, Love Medicine, The Beet Queen, and The Bingo Palace—constitutes a self-consciously historical series that treats the interconnected lives of various characters on and around a fictional North Dakota Chippewa reservation from 1912 to the present. In this course, we will make a philosophical interrogation into the nature of evil and apply it to the reading of Louise Erdrich’s novels. 

Wk         Readings 

1 Intro  

2 Native American Literature: An Historical Survey
N. Scott Momaday / Leslie Marmon Silko / James Welch   
Linda Hogan /Joy Harjo / Sherman Alexie / Louise Erdrich 
*Maitino and Peck, ed., Teaching American Ethnic Literatures (Albuquerque: U of New Mexico Press, 1996) 
3 Identity in Question: Why Native American Literature?

Jana Sequoya, “How (!) Is an Indian?: A Contest of Stories” 453-73

Gerald Vizenor, “Native American Indian Literature” (NNA 47-63)

A. G. Ruffo, “Why Native American Literature?” (NNA 109-21)
*Ian Craib, Experiencing Identity (London: Sage, 2000)
4 Ecological Indians?—Romanticism and Anti-Romanticism 

Green Screen (“Ecological Indians and the Myth of Primal Purity” 45-55)

Gregg Garrard, Ecocriticism (“Dwelling” 108-35) 
David Orr, “Place and Pedagogy” (Ecological Literacy 83-95) 

*Scott MacDonald, “From the Sublime to the Vernacular,” in The Garden in the Machine (Los Angeles: U of California P, 2001) 125-46. 
5 Beyond Good and Evil: 

A Genealogy of Evil: “Evil, Monstrosity, and the Sublime” 
(Strangers, Gods and Monsters 83-108) 

6 Louise Erdrich, Tracks #1 

7 Radical Evil #1: On Evil 

8 Radical Evil #2 

9 Louise Erdrich, Tracks #2 

10 Louise Erdrich, Tracks #3  

11 Radical Evil #3 

12 Louise Erdrich, Love Medicine #1 

13 Louise Erdrich, Love Medicine #2 

14 Louise Erdrich, Love Medicine #3 

15 Traversing the fantasy:

The Problem of Evil in Native American Literature 
16 Paper Due  
Works Cited:

Richard J. Bernstein, Radical Evil (London: Polity, 2002).

Maria Pia Lara, ed., Rethinking Evil (London: Routledge, 2001). 

Joan Copjec, Radical Evil (London: Verso, 1996). 

Louise Erdrich, Tracks 
_____. Love Medicine 
_____. The Beet Queen 
_____. The Bingo Palace 

Greg Garrard, Ecocriticism (London: Routledge, 2004)
Carl Waldman, Encyclopedia of Native American Tribes 

Renee, Hulan, ed., Native Nortive America: Critical and Cultural Perspectives 

(Toronto: ECW, 1999)
