Sociolinguistics and Language Teaching
TFWXD1A2141B0A

Spring 2007
Instructor:  Yueh-kuey Huang


Office: FL206
Phone: 2306
Office Hours:  Tues. 10:00-12:00; Fri. 2:00-4:00

Email:  ykhuang@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course Description:

This course provides an overview of the study of language in its social and cultural context, with a focus on topics relevant to the teaching of English. We'll begin by searching for patterns in language use to see how language use varies along lines of race, ethnicity, social class, gender, region and age. We'll discuss the impact that cultural identity has on language use, and we'll examine the ways children learn to become culturally competent language users. We'll also consider what happens when diverse groups of speakers come into contact with one another. Finally, we'll learn how our understanding of the social life of language can be applied to language policies, both in the school and in a larger context. Throughout our examination of these issues, we will consider the quantitative methods that sociolinguists use to understand the significance of their data and research. Major topics include: variation by a speaker, cross-cultural differences in speech behavior, interact ional and conversational styles, forms and functions of speech acts events, and issues in the sociology of language: language attitude, multilingualism, language planning and policy.  Course activities include reading for discussion, small-scale fieldwork, and a final paper.

Required Text:

Janet Holmes. (2001). An Introduction to Sociolinguistics (2nd edition). Pearson Education.
Recommended Texts:

Sandra L. McKay and Nancy H. Hornberger, eds. (1996). Sociolinguistics and language teaching, CUP.
Elaine Chaika. (1994). Language: The Social Mirror (3rd edition). Heinle & Heinle.

Nessa Wolfson. (1989).  Perspectives: Sociolinguistics and TESOL. Heinle & Heinle.
References:

http://www.ling.upenn.edu/~wlabov/
http://www.georgetown.edu/faculty/tannend/
Journal of Sociolinguistics 

Language Variation and Change 

Language in Society 
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3. David Nunan. (2003). The impact of English as a global language on educational policies and practices in the Asia-Pacific region. TESOL Quarterly, 37, 589-613.
4. John Flowerdew.  (2000). Discourse community, legitimate peripheral participation, and the nonnative-English-speaking scholar. TESOL Quarterly, 34, 127-150.

5. Mark Warschauer. (2000). The changing global economy and the future of English teaching.  TESOL Quarterly, 34, 511-535. 

6. H. G. Widdowson. (1998).  Context, community, and authentic language.  TESOL Quarterly, 32, 705-716.

7. Vivian Cook. (1999). Going beyond the native speaker in language teaching. TESOL Quarterly, 33, 185-209.

8. Kate Parry. (1996). Culture, literacy, and L2 reading.  TESOL Quarterly, 30, 665-692.
9. Ron White. (2001) Adapting Grice’s maxims in the teaching of writing. ELT Journal, 55/1, 62-69.

10. Charles Clennell. (1999). Pragmatic awareness and spoken skills. ELT Journal, 53/2, 83-91. 

11. Ardith J. Meier. (1997). Teaching the universals of politeness. ELT Journal, 51/1, 21-28.

12. Diana Boxer and Lucy Pickering. (1995). Problems in the presentation of speech acts in ELT materials: the case of complaints. ELT Journal, 49/1, 44-53.

13. Guy Cook. (1994). Repetition and learning by heart: an aspect of intimate discourse, and its implications. ELT Journal, 48/2,  133-143.

14. Stacey Marcus and Nulala Slansky. (1994). Teaching the unwritten rules of time and space. ELT Journal, 48/4, 306-315

15. K. Bardovi-Harlig, B.A, S, Hartford et al. (1991) Developing pragmatic awareness: closing the conversation. ELT Journal, 45/1, 4-12.

Course requirements:

1. Reading and discussion  30%

2. Field project  20%

3. Paper  50%

Weekly topic 
Wk 1  2/22
Introduction: What sociolinguists study 
Wk 2  3/01
Language Choice, Language Maintenance & Shift (Ch. 2,3)
Wk 3  3/08
Linguistic varieties, National Languages & Planning (Ch. 4,5)
Wk 4  3/15
Regional social dialects, Gender & age (Ch. 6,7)

Wk 5  3/22
Ethnicity and social networks, Style, context and register (Ch. 8,10)

Wk 6  3/29
Speech functions, politeness and cross-cultural, Gender (Ch. 11,12)



Handout: Field Method by E. Chaika

Wk 7  4/05
Holiday


Wk 8  4/12
Language, cognition and culture, Attitudes and applications, conclusion (Ch. 13,14,15) 
Wk 9  4/19
Reading #1 & 2 
Wk 10  4/26


#3 & 4

 

Wk 11  5/03 


#5 & 6 (field project due)
Wk 12  5/10


#7 & 8
Wk 13  5/17


#9 & 10
Wk 14  5/24


#11 & 12 & 13
Wk 15  5/31


#14 & 15
Wk 16  6/01
paper presentation (paper due)
Wk 17  6/08
paper presentation
