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Course Content:

The study of social problems carries with it an interesting proposition.  Often, it develops by way of nomenclature, for example, political problems, economic problems, cultural problems, social problems.  And through this kind of awareness we define the meaning or definition of what is social, political, economic, and so forth.  But from time to time in our effort to understand we are bound by formulas or strategies that prevent us from looking at the essence of a problem (i.e., core issues).  Instead, we merely hover around the symptoms of problems that we are examining.  Note well.  How a problem is defined also determines the kinds of solutions available. 

This course is designed in part to alert students of that tendency and encourage them to consider social problems and issues in a holistic way.  It seeks to accomplish at least two goals:  1) Developing students’ ability to examine social problems in a critical and interrelated manner (hence, our approach is necessarily interdisciplinary); and 2) Looking at social problems in America in such a way that it enables students appreciate the myriad of problems as all being part and parcel to the human experience. That, hopefully, makes this course increasingly relevant to the students, to their own lives and to their social experiences, regardless of their culture or nationality.  Parenthetically, knowledge must reflect and at the same time address reality; hence, this course is not just an academic exercise.

To achieve this we examine American society by looking at four areas: 1) Nature of social problems and social change;  2) Family and education;  3) Work and economic opportunities;  4) Social conflict and social order.  Taken holistically, these four areas will provide students with a deeper understanding of the nature and issues of social problems con-fronting Americans today.

Text:  Alan Wolfe, ed., America at Century’s End (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1991).  This book is available in paperback.  Please purchase.   Check with http://www.amazon.com and http://www.barnesandnoble.com regarding your purchase.

America at Century’s End is also available at the AIT library located at the World Trade

Center—International Building (by the Grand Hyatt Hotel)—downtown Taipei. 

Discussion Sequence and Reading Assignments (a weekly discussion report from each student is due one week from the date which the title of an article appears below):

Social Problems and Social Change

· Week One


--
First day of class – Introduction to course

· Week Two


--
Alan Wolfe, “Introduction: Change from the

Bottom Up,” pp. 1-13.

Social Problems in America
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Discussion Sequence Con’td.

Social Problems and Social Change Con’td.
· Week Three


--
Rebecca Klatch, “Complexities of Conservatism: How

Conservatives Understand the World,” pp. 361-375.

· Week Four


--
Michael Schudson, “National News Culture and the Rise

of the Informational Citizen,” pp. 265-282.

· Week Five


--
Gaye Tuchman, “Pluralism and Disdain: American

Culture Today,” pp. 340-358.

Family and Education

· Week Six


--
Judith Stacey, “Backward toward the Postmodern

Family: Reflection on Gender, Kinship, and Class 

in the Silicon Valley,” pp. 17-34

· Week Seven


--
Gary Fine and Jay Mechling, “Minor Difficulties:

Changing Children in the Late Twentieth Century,”

pp. 58-78. 

· Week Eight


--
Caroline Persell, “Schools under Pressure,”

pp. 283-297.

Annotated Bibliography with title of

Book Critique due

Work and Economic Opportunities

· Week Nine


--
Katherine Newman, “Uncertain Seas: Cultural

Turmoil and the Domestic Economy,” pp. 112-130.

· Week Ten


--
Ruth Milkman, “Labor and Management in Uncertain

Times: Renegotiating the Social Contract,” pp.131-151.

· Week Eleven

--
David Halle and Frank Romo, “The Blue Collar

Working Class: Continuity and Change,” pp. 152-184. 

Social Conflict and Social Order

· Week Twelve

--
Bart Landry, “The Enduring Dilemma of Race

in America,” pp. 185-207.

Social Problems in America

Tamkang University

Spring, 2006
Discussion Sequence Con’td.

Social Conflict and Social Order Con’td.
· Week Thirteen

--
Rubén Rumbaut, “Passages to America: Perspectives

on the New Immigration,” pp. 208-244.

· Week Fourteen

--
Jack Katz, “Criminals’ Passions and the Progressive’s

Dilemma,” pp. 396-417.

· Week Fifteen

--
J. William Gibson, “The Return of Rambo: War and

Culture in the Post-Vietnam Era,” pp. 376-395.

· Week Sixteen

--
Last day of class – Book Critique Due
Grades and Course Requirements:  As this is a graduate seminar, regular and consistent attendance and participation are required.  The following is a breakdown of your final grade.

1) Weekly Discussion Reports (50% of your grade)  –  weekly written observations,

       questions, comments on your weekly reading assignments.

· Offer three (3) to four (4) key points from each of your reading assignments.

Address each point by asking the question what, why, and how?

· A maximum of four (4) pages for each report  (typewritten double-spaced preferred or neatly handwritten with appropriate spacing margins on A4 paper).

· Your key points will be used as material for class discussions.  So be sure to

come to class prepared!

· You are required to turn in your written reports at the end of each class

(late reports are generally not accepted).

2)  Book Critique (30%of your grade)

· Length:  6-8pp., typewritten and double-spaced on A4 size paper

3) Annotated Bibliography (20% of your grade)  –  having at least twelve (12) sources on A4 size paper

NB:  All written work must be in English.

Those that are not will be returned without credit. 
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