Syllabus 

Course Title: Creative Teaching Methodologies

Time: Fridays, Spring semester, 2007

Place: to be announced. 

Professor: Dr. Hu Ying-hsueh (Sue)

Contact details: sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw; sue_he@yahoo.com; 0930101095

Course Background: I’d spent a lot of time thinking about an appropriate title to this course. I was thinking about “alternative teaching methods”, or “complementary teaching methods”, and I finally decided on the word “creative”, a word, I am sure is debatable. What is creativity? Does it entail new ideas or old ideas used in new ways? I would love to think it means both. Most of the concepts or methodologies I teach and want students to experiment on on this course are in fact not new. They are, for example, Multiple Intelligences Theory, Suggestopaedia (or Desuggestopedia) and Cognitive Learning Theory, which are general learning theories rather than language teaching/learning theories per se, have been around for at least 20 to 30 years or even longer. Unfortunately, at least to me, they are rarely talked about, let alone taught in mainstream TESOL programs, even though traces of some of their elements can be found here and there in our L2 language classrooms. In light of this, I would like to use this course to readdress these wonderful learning theories and show them to our students how they can be creatively incorporated into language learning classrooms. In this case, I am indeed demonstrating how we can use “old” ideas in new ways, which in turn may give rise to new ideas to teaching languages. 

Course Contents: In this course, we will first examine some theories about memory, as it is arguably the most important element in learning, apart from motivation, of course. From memory we will then speak about the structure of human mind and intelligences that are contained within it. In particular, Gardner’s (1983) Multiple Intelligences Theory will be discussed and cases where it has been applied in classrooms will be examined. After that, we will move on to Suggestopaedia, which was developed by Lozanov in the 70’s emphasizing on creating pleasant learning atmosphere through various positive audio, visual, olfactory and sensual suggestions. In parallel to this, Cognitive Theory, particular that of “mind mapping” introduced by Tony Buzan, which in several ways incorporates the above-mentioned theories with memories theories to show a unique way of organizing knowledge, will be investigated. All in all, what strings these theories together is the evidence that suggests when more intelligences are involved in learning and more senses are simulated during the process, the better learning results will be generated. 
Course Objectives: Students will learn how to design teaching materials and exercises that include games, songs, and even some physical activities based on these theories. They will also be trained how to create positive classroom atmosphere that is conducive to learning, and yes, they will be expected to become creative in story games, story telling, drawing, dancing and singing!

Course Schedule: 

1st Week: Ice-breaking and goal setting.

2nd Week: What is memory, and what is intelligence?

3rd Week: 8 types of intelligences and learners type

4th Week: MI with four language skills

5th Week: Introduction to Suggestopaedia and its connections with MI

6th Week: Suggestopaedia in action

7th Week: Designs of materials for suggestopaedic classroom

8th Week: Cognitive theory and knowledge organization

9th Week: Mind mapping techniques

10th Week: Mind mapping and language teaching

11th Week: presentations

12th Week: presentations

13th Week: presentations

14th Week: presentations

15th Week: presentations

16th Week: Conclusion


Assessment: Class attendance and participation: 20%. Presentations: 40%. Term Paper: 40%
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