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Objectives: This course starts with a comprehensive reading of the radical evil in Modern European philosophy. In light of Kant, Schelling, Nietzsche, Freud and Arendt, evil is reconsidered as a real force intertwined with various forms of madness, rather than “privations” or enigmas in any supernatural terms. Students in this class will pursue psychoanalytic (clinical and theoretical) insights into madness, be it in the form of neurosis, perversion or psychosis, and learn to make moral judgments, understanding how pathological enjoyment traverses madness and, hence, breeds various degrees of evil. Some social, political fields will be especially highlighted: genocide, fundamentalist violence, neo-Nazism, and cultural paranoia and conspiracy. Through the ethics of psychoanalysis, this course places as the ultimate concern the subject’s mediation and ethical responsibility: the subject is absolutely responsible for its enjoyment, unconscious, madness and evil.

Requirements and grading: regular attendance (10%), class discussion and oral report (30%), term paper (60%, MA 10-12, Ph. D. 12-15 pages)

Syllabi

	Week
	Date
	Contents

	1
	3/1
	Course Orientations

Psychoanalysis in Philosophical Context

Johnston, “Ghosts of Substance Past: Schelling, Lacan, and the Denaturalization of Nature”

	2
	3/8
	Ons, “Nietzsche, Freud, Lacan”
Dolar, “Kafka’s Voices”

	3
	3/15
	Bernstein, Radical Evil, Ch. 1

	4
	3/22
	Bernstein, Radical Evil, Ch. 5

	5
	3/29
	Bernstein, Radical Evil, Ch. 8

	6
	
	Spring break

	7
	4/12
	Clinical and Theoretical Assessments of Madness, Enjoyment and Death Drive

Freud, Beyond the Pleasure Principle

	8
	4/19
	Freud, Beyond the Pleasure Principle
Lacan, “Aggressiveness in Psychoanalysis”

	9
	4/26
	Lacan, Seminar VII, Ch. 14,15

	10
	5/3
	Midterm week, no meeting

	11
	5/10
	Enjoyment, Superego, and Radical Evil

Žižek, Tarrying with the Negative, Ch. 3

	12
	5/17
	Žižek, Tarrying with the Negative, Ch. 6

	13
	5/24
	Zupančič, Ethics of the Real, Ch. 5

	14
	5/31
	Zupančič, Ethics of the Real, Ch 7

	15
	6/7
	MacCannel, “Fascism and the Voice of Conscience” 

Salecl, “See No Evil, Speak No Evil: Hate Speech and Human Rights” 

	16
	6/14
	Postmodern Culture of Paranoia and Conspiracy

Willman, “Spinning Paranoia: The Ideologies of Conspiracy and Contingency in Postmodern Culture”
Melley, “Agency Panic and the Culture of Conspiracy”

	17
	6/21
	Term paper due

Lunch meeting
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