Theory and Criticism

Spring 2007
Instructor: Mei-hwa Sung

Syllabus

Week
Date

Subject
1

3/7

Introduction; logistics

2 3/14

Gerald Graff, “Introduction: The Humanist Myth”
3 3/21

Cornel West, “Black Critics and the Pitfalls of Canon Formation”
*Harold Bloom, The Western Canon (Re: canon)
4 3/28

Stuart Moulthrop, “Rhizome and Resistance: Hypertext and the 

Dreams of a New Culture”
*Deleuze and Guattari, A Thousand Plateaus (Re: rhizome)
5 4/4

Holiday


6 4/11

Louis Marin, “Disneyland: A Degenerate Utopia” 

7 4/18

Catherine Belsey,” Constructing the Subject: Deconstructing the

Text”
8 4/25

Slavo Zizek, “Two Ways to Avoid the Real of Desire

9 5/2

Mid-term exam week. No class
10 5/9

Raymond Williams, “Base and Superstructure in Marxist Cultural

                Theory”                                              11

5/16

Stephen Jay Greenblatt, “Invisible Bullets: Renaissance Authority   





And Its Subversion”    

12      5/23

Judith Butler, “Variations on Sex and Gender: Beauvoir, Wittig,

and Foucault”
13      5/30

Michael Warner, “Homo-Narcissism; or Heterosexuality”  

14 

6/6

Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish
15      6/13

Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac (excerpts)




websites. Anything goes!) 
Requirements: 


1. summaries of the weekly reading assignments to be submitted punctually

2. one oral presentation 

Texts: Literary Criticism: Literary Cultural Studies. 4th edition. Eds. Robert Con Davis and Ronald Schleifer & other articles/books.
