Studies in Shakespeare (MA & PhD level)

Don McDermott, PhD

Thursday 1-4 pm, periods 6,7,8
Room T-410
Course Description:  This class is intended as a graduate level introduction to Shakespeare’s plays and some literary criticism.  Six plays will be considered; many will be viewed on DVD.  All will be discussed at length, but only 4 will receive a close textual analysis—Romeo & Juliet, Julius Caesar, Hamlet and Measure for Measure.
Texts required:  Students may chose what ever authoritative edition that they would like, but it would be helpful if they would use the Signet Classic editions of the following plays.  The Signet Editions include, in addition to a very good word gloss and introduction to the play, a very handy selection of critical articles in the latter half of the book.  These articles will be considered with the plays and may be employed as sources in the student’s term papers.
Midsummer Night’s Dream

Much Ado About Nothing

Romeo and Juliet

Julius Caesar

Hamlet

Measure for Measure

Class Assignments: Students will be required to write a 7-10 page term paper, employing in addition to their own opinion, some critical review or scholarly analysis (70% of their final grade).  PhD students will be asked to give a short class presentation on some critical article or book. Also there will be a basic reading exam on the texts and material we have covered in class (30% of final grade).
Class Policies: Attendance is mandatory.  Absences may be excused, however, especially if announced in advance.
Plagiarism is not acceptable and students who are caught will fail the course.

