Course Syllabus: Futures Thinkers and Futures Thinking

Graduate Intensive Course in Futures Studies, Graduate Institute for Futures Studies, Tamkang University
1. Professor Sohail Inayatullah. Email: sohail@mail.tku.edu.tw, s.inayatullah@qut.edu.au. Phone: 0911830275 (mobile). Home: 2621 5656 (extension 2476). Office: 2621-5656 (extension 2121).

2. Credit Hours. 3 hours.

3. Teaching Goals

· Understanding historical context of Futures Studies
· Understanding theories and methods futurists use to conceptualize the future
· Understanding visions of leading futurists
· Locating oneself as a futurist/young scholar with interest in the future
4. Areas that the Course will cover

· Futures Studies, particularly what futurists think.
· How, what and why of futurists
5. Ways of Teaching

Pedagogical style will be varied. 

1. Lectures on context of Futures Studies, particularly decolonizing the Field
2. Comparison of futurists
3. Small group discussions

4. Presentation to class
5. Video
6. Final Paper

The final paper should select two futurists and compare and contrast them and  as well locate them with one’s own 1. interest in futures studies. 2. analysis of trends creating the future. 3. preferred methods, 4. vision of the future and 5. relevant bibliography. 
7. Monthly plan

Month 1
1. Overview of course, goals, grading

2. Historical context of Futures Studies
3. Decolonizing Futures Studies
Readings for Month 1:  

1. Sohail Inayatullah, “The Study of the Future,” Chapter one, Questioning the Future, Tamsui, Tamkang University, 2002, 1-21 
2. Zia Sardar, ed, Rescuing all of our Futures: The futures of futures studies. Westport, Ct, Praeger, 1999. Zia Sardar, Introduction and The problem of futures studies.

3. Eleonora Masini, Why Futures Studies? London, Grey Seal, 1994. Chapter 1.

Month 2 

1. Synthesizing what futurists think
2. Analysis of selected Futurists and their visions, theories and methods.
Readings for Month 2

1. Sohail Inayatullah, ed, The views of futurists, vol 4. in Richard Slaughter and Sohail Inayatullah,eds, Vol 1-4 Knowledge Base of Futurists. Brisbane, Foresight International, 2000.  Entries A-M.
Month 3

1. Contrast and Comparison
2. What you think about the future
3. Mid-term exam
Readings for Month 3.

Sohail Inayatullah, ed, The Views of futurists, vol 4. in Richard Slaughter and Sohail Inayatullah,eds, Vol 1-4 Knowledge Base of Futurists. Brisbane, Foresight International, 2000.  Entries N-Z
Month 4 
1. Overview of course - Main Learnings

2. Paper presentations for comments

8. Grading

1. Attendance, participation and paper presentation – 30% 

2. Mid-Term – 20%.

3. Final Paper – 50%. Comparing and contrasting two futurists as well as locating your own view of the future.
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