Course Outline
The Economic Analysis of Social Issues 
社會議題的經濟分析
Spring Semester 2007
Professor David Kleykamp  柯大衛
3 credit hours (學分), elective course (選修)
Thursday: (10 pm – 1 pm)  3 hours  B505
節 次  3 4 5
Instructor’s  Website:  http://www.kleykampintaiwan.com 

Email:  kleykampda@yahoo.com  
Tentative Weekly Schedule: (CLASS MEETS EACH THURSDAY)
Week 1      03/01/2007    Introduction to the Class, Software, and Data 
Week 2      03/08/2007    The Business Cycle, Suicide, and Homicide
Week 3      03/15/2007    Illegal Immigration
Week 4      03/22/2007    Abortion on Demand
Week 5      03/29/2007    Deindustrialization and the Decline of Manufacturing
Week 6      04/05/2007     HOLIDAY 
Week 7      04/12/2007    Energy and Nonrenewable Natural Resources
Week 8      04/19/2007    Man Made Global Warming?
Week 9      04/26/2007    Capital Punishment
Week 10      04/30/2007 ~ 05/04/2007   Midterm Exam Week  (40% of Course Grade)
Week 11    05/10/2007    Health Care 
Week 12    05/17/2007    Illicit Drug Usage
Week 13    05/24/2007    Terrorism and the Economy
Week 14    05/31/2007    Minimum Wage Laws
Week 15    06/07/2007    Cloning and Stem Cell Research
Week 16    06/14/2007    The Rise of China
Week 17    06/21/2007 ~ 06/27/2007   Final Exam Week (60% of Course Grade) 
This class reviews a total of thirteen different American social issues, each of which is highly controversial and of widespread interest.   Each topic is introduced using a short legal brief explaining the relevant cases, laws, and rulings.  After this, an abbreviated review of the literature is made with a focus on how economics is related to the topic.  Theoretical models and economic theory are then entertained, but only to the extent that they provide practical insight into the issues.  Following this, data and quantitative models are presented, showing what is known empirically about the issue.  Finally, a set of tentative conclusions are presented along with a summary.  Students are encouraged to question and challenge each step of the process above.  A reading list of roughly 100 articles will be provided and will serve as an important basis for the analyses done in the class.  Students will not be required to read all of the articles on this list.  Instead, a small number of seminal papers will be made available.  All data will be provided by the instructor and students will be expected to do their own econometric estimations using the open source online econometric software GRETL.  Videos explaining how this is to be done will be available for downloading from the instructor’s website. 
