English Composition (1), Spring 2006 
Time: Friday 18:10-20:00

Instructor: Tso-Wei Hsieh (謝作偉)
Office hours: by appointment

Email: mtarg25@yahoo.com.tw
I. Objectives:  
This course aims to develop students’ ability to write unified, coherent paragraphs.  It will familiarize students with various strategies for building writing skills through planning, drafting, and revising.  These strategies include limiting and supporting topic sentences, using the rhetorical patterns in expository writing, and employing definition. The class will be conducted through lecture, class discussion, peer review, in-class exercises.  After completing this course, students will be able to transfer the patterns of paragraph development to full compositional writing. 
II. Text: 

Arnaudet, Martin L. and Mary Ellen Barrett. Paragraph Development. 2nd ed.  New York: Prentice Hall Regents, 1990. (available from Crane Books)
III. Requirements/grading:

1. Class attendance and participation:  10%.
* Class attendance is required.  Absences due to illness or other emergent incidents must be reported (by email, phone, etc) to the instructor as soon as possible.    

2. Assignment: 20%. 
* Students are asked to share and discuss your work with your classmates in class and turn in the revised version.  No late assignment will be accepted.
3. Journal Writing: 10%.  
* You can write freely about everything (your studies, your life, your work, the places you’ve visited, etc.).  Maybe two or three paragraphs per week.  Your journal will be collected every two or three weeks.  Or if you prefer, you can use an online blog as your writing journal.   The websites that provide this kind of service (usually free) can be found in the Useful Website section.  If you already had one, let me know your url.
4. Mid-term exam: 30%
5. Final exam: 30%
* The format of the exams will be announced beforehand.
IV. Schedule:  
	Week
	Date
	Content
	Assignments

	1  


	3/2
	Introduction

	

	2
	3/9
	Chap.5: Cause and Effect
	

	3
	3/16
	Chap.5: Cause and Effect. 
	Assignment 1

	4
	3/23
	Chap.5:  Cause and Effect
	

	5
	3/30
	Chap.6: Comparison and Contrast

	Journal 1 due

	6
	4/6
	Holiday

	

	7
	4/13
	Chap.6: Comparison and Contrast
	Assignment 2

	8
	4/20
	Chap.6: Comparison and Contrast
	

	9
	4/27
	Review
	Journal 2 due

	10
	5/4
	Mid-term 
	

	11
	5/11
	Chap.7: Definition.
	

	12
	5/18
	Chap.7: Definition.
	Assignment 3

	13
	5/25
	Chap.7: Definition.
	

	14
	6/1
	Chap.8: From Paragraph to Composition.
	

	15
	6/8
	Chap 8: From Paragraph to Composition
	Journal 3 due

	16
	6/15
	Chap 8: From Paragraph to Composition
	

	17
	6/22
	Final
	


* Pease read the assigned chapter(s) before the class section.
* The schedule is tentative and is subject to change.
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* available online at http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html
VI. Useful Websites
1. Purdue University's Online Writing Lab
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
2. MIT Online Writing and Communication Center
http://web.mit.edu/writing/
3. Chinese Online Writing lab.

http://www.cc.nctu.edu.tw/~tedknoy/html/lla.html
4. 台灣部落格, http://www.twblog.net/
5. Blogger http://www.blogger.com/start?hl=zh-TW
6. Arts & Letters Daily:  lots of articles touching upon different subjects.  

http://www.aldaily.com/
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