Introduction to Literature

Spring 2007

Tuesdays 18.10-20.00; Wednesdays 18.10-19.00 (3 credits)

Instructor: Hui-Chuan Wang

Course outline:

This two-semester course introduces students to three literary genres (fiction, poetry, and drama) and a critical vocabulary with which to analyze texts of different genres. The focus in the spring semester will be on poetry and drama.

Textbook: 

Judith A. Stanford, Responding to Literature: Stories, Poems, Plays, and Essays, 5th edition, New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.

Schedule:

W2: 6, 7 Mar            Diction

W3: 13, 14 Mar          Imagery

W4: 20, 21 Mar          Figurative Language

W5: 27, 28 Mar          Figurative Language

W6: 3, 4 Apr            Spring Break 

W7: 10, 11 Apr          Figurative Language

W8: 17, 18 Apr          Sound and Rhythm

W9: 24, 25 Apr          Pattern

W10: 1 May            Mid-term Exam 

W11: 8, 9 May          Wakako Yamauchi, And the Soul Shall Dance (handouts)

W12: 15, 16 May        Henrik Ibsen, A Doll’s House (608-65)

W13: 22, 23 May        A Doll’s House (contd.)

W14: 29, 30 May        A Doll’s House (contd.)

W15: 5, 6 Jun           Eugene Ionesco, The Lesson (handouts)

W16: 12, 13 Jun         The Lesson (contd.)
W17: 20 Jun            Review

W18: 26 Jun            Final Exam 

Assessment:

10% attendance and participation; 20% poetry recitation and quizzes; 35% mid-term; 35% final
List of poems to read

Diction and Imagery

Marge Piercy, “The Market Economy” (1081)

Walt Whitman, “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” (1074)

Theodore Roethke, “My Papa’s Waltz” (733)

Seamus Heaney, “Mid-Term Break” (239)

William Shakespeare, Sonnets 18, 29, 30, 71

Figurative Language

Sylvia Plath, “Metaphors” (737)

Emily Dickinson, “I like to see it lap the Miles” (1073)

William Shakespeare, Sonnet 130

Emily Dickinson, “Apparently with no surprise” (1186)

Gerald Manley Hopkins, “Spring and Fall” (234)

William Shakespeare, Sonnet 138

John Donne, “The Sun Rising” (593)

Thomas Hardy, “The Man He Killed” (964)

Lucille Clifton, “in the inner city” (465)

Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Ozymandias” (962)

Sound and Rhythm

William Wordsworth, “The world is too much with us” (861)

Robert Frost, “Desert Places” (1254)

Pattern

John Keats, “La Belle Dame Sans Merci” (862)

