(Tentative) Syllabus: Culture and Literature
PART 1) 
African American Themes: African Diaspora, Adolescence and Youth Culture, Racism, Poverty, Violence, the Powers of Community and Vernacular Culture
WEEK 1 (Session 1 and 2)
Focus on youth, adolescence: What it meant / means to be young and colored in the USA
“The Ethics of Living Jim Crow, an Autobiographical Sketch” by Richard Wright

Short story “Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara

Poem: “We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks
Musical expression of (young) Black Americans: Rap, Funk, Blues
Essays from That’s the Joint: The Hip Hop Studies Reader, ed. by Mark Anth Neal
WEEK 2 (Session 3 and 4)
The City as a Place of Alienation, Racism, Violence and Community Values
Feature film: Lackawanna Blues by George C. Wolfe

Selections from the short story collection Lost in the City by Edward P. Jones

Langston Hughes: Selections from The Best of Simple and from his “Madam” poems
PLUS: Works from WEEK 1
WEEK 3 (Session 5 and 6)
The Heritage of Slavery / Vernacular Culture and Community 
Drama: The Piano Lesson by August Wilson

Autobiographical sketch / essay: “The Making of a Writer: From the Poets in the Kitchen” by Paule Marshall

Anthropological writing / folktales: “Negro Folklore” from Zora Neale Hurston’s Mules and Men
African American spirituals and the Bible: slavery in Scripture and folk songs
PART 2)

Intertextuality, Parody, Pastiche, Archetypes and Myths, Readings and Rewritings: Insights into semiotic, functional, and psychological analysis
WEEK 4 (Session 7 and 8)
Clueless as a contemporary version of Emma and as a satire on teenage soap operas and their cult of beauty, youth and consumerism

Novel: Emma by Jane Austen

Feature Film: Clueless by Amy Heckerling

Finding out about similarities concerning plot and character constellation by making use of insights from Vladimir Propp’s Morphology of the Folktale
WEEK 5 (Session 9)

The Old Testament story of Noah’s Arch and its parody in Julian Barnes’s short story “The Stowaway” from his A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters

Issues of paternalism and representation and the problematic issue of “history writing”
WEEK 5 (Session 10) and WEEK 6 (Session 11)

The fairytale “Little Red Riding Hood” and Angela Carter’s feminist rewritings Short stories “The Company of Wolves,” “The Werewolf,” and “Wolf-Alice” from Carter’s anthology The Bloody Chamber.

Film: The Company of Wolves by Neil Jordan, (screenplay: Angela Carter)

Insights into semiotic analysis and psychoanalytic criticism

WEEK 6 (Session 12)

Storytelling

Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie as a work for both children and adults.

Comparison with other folk and fairytales from the syllabus.
PART 3)

Ideas of History and the Representation of Reality: “Writing the Event”
WEEK 7 (Session 13 and 14)
Representations of Hurricane Katrina in a Documentary and other Media:

Documentary film: When the Levees Broke by Spike Lee.

Further issues: race, class.

WEEK 8 (Session 15 and 16) and WEEK 9 (Session 17)
Taiwan, its troubled (colonial) past and precarious present
Feature Film: Three Times by Hou Hsia Hsien

Novel: Orphan of Asia by Zhouliu Wu
Works from the collection Indigenous Writers of Taiwan: An Anthology of Stories, Essays, and Poems ed. by John Balcom.

WEEK 9 (Session 18)
End of Turn Summary Session
