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1. Course Description:

“Do we have duties to the future?” Edward Cornish asked in his book Futuring: the Exploration of the Future. Before answering this question, think about two related questions: “Do you know the past?” and “Do you know the present?”

This course will utilizes background theory of Futures Studies, at the same time will introduce some Modern and postmodern theories to enhance students’ independent and critical thinking skills, especially through reflections on social events and future developments. 

2. Goal 

My primary goal is to supply student with different modern and postmodern perspectives on social issues, wish to have a positive effect on their understanding of what happened in their past, what is happening now, and what might happen in their future. Part of the impact involves stimulating students to consider future situations from perspectives different from those they normally adopt. The final goal is to encourage them to develop future-oriented thinking mode and keener observation toward the surrounding society, particularly on the thematic issues introduced in this class;

3. Teaching Methods:

· Lecture on major areas of the knowledge base of futures studies, modern theories, and postmodern theories;
· General discussions on thematic areas;
· DVD, CD-ROMs . . .;
· Oral Presentation.

4. Weekly Plan 

	Week 1
	1st May
	1. Introduction: outline of this course

	
	2nd May
	1. Explorers of the Future
2. The Great Transformation

	Week 2
	8th May
	1. The Past as a guide to the future
2. Topic Discussion: “Explorers of the Future,” “The Great Transformation” and “The Past as a guide to the future”

	
	9th May
	1. Jean-Francois Lyotard 

2. About Living in the postmodern society

	Week 3
	15th May
	1. The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge
2. Topic Discussion: “The Post modern Condition”

	
	16th May
	1. Roland Barthes 
2. Image, Text, Sign and Meaning I – Myth 

	Week 4
	22nd May
	1. The Romans in films 

2. Photography and Electoral Appeal
3. Topic Discussion: “Myth,” “The Romans in films” and “Photography and Electoral Appeal” 

4. The use and creation of myth  

	
	23rd May
	1. Jean Baudrillard
2. Image, Text, Sign and Meaning II –Simulation and Simulacra

	Week 5
	29th May


	1. The implosion of Meaning in the Media

2. About Advertising, Ground-Zero Advertising

3. Topic Discussion: “The implosion of Meaning in the Media” and “About Advertising, Ground-Zero Advertising”

	
	30th May
	1. Film: “Matrix 3”

	Week 6
	5th June
	1. Film “Matrix” and “Simulation and Simulacra”
2. Topic Discussion: “Image and Simulation”

	
	6th June
	1. The Frankfurt School and Critical Theory

2. From Cultural Industry to Mass Culture

	Week 7
	12th June
	1. Theodor W. Adorno: The Cultural Industry 
2. Jean Baudrillard: Seduction and Mass Culture
3. Topic Discussion: The use of Mass Culture and Cultural Industry

	
	13th June
	1. Six supertrends shaping the future
2. Understanding Change

	Week 8
	19th June
	(Holiday)

	
	20 June
	1. Predicting the future

2. Future Generation
Topic Discussion: The Future

	Week 9
	26th June


	Conclusion

	
	27th June
	1. Final Oral Test
2. Deadline of Essay 


5. Course Materials

a. Course Reader (extracts from a collection of readings)

b. Reference 

· Adorno, Theodor W. The Culture Industry: Selected Essays on Mass Culture, London: Routledge, 1991
· Barthes, Roland Mythologies Selected and translated from the French by Annette Lavers London : J. Cape, 1972 

· Baudrillard, Jean Simulacra and simulation; translated by Sheila Faria Glaser Ann Arbor : University of Michigan Press, 1994 

· Baudrillard, Jean. Symbolic exchange and death; translated by Iain Hamilton Grant ; with an introduction by MikeGane. London : Sage Publications, 1993 

· Baudrillard, Jean The consumer society : myths and structures London ; Thousand Oaks, Calif. : Sage, 1998. 

· Cornish, E. (2004). Futuring: The Exploration of the Future Bethesda, M.D.: World Future Society.
· Lyotard, Jean Francois The Postmodern Condition: A Report on knowledge Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, 1984  

· 《後現代狀況：關於知識的報告》李歐塔著；島子譯；湖南美術出版社
· 《神話學》羅蘭‧巴特著；許薔薔‧許綺玲譯；桂冠出版社
· 《擬仿物與擬像》尚‧布希亞著；洪凌譯；時報出版
6. Grading

a. One 2000-word term paper – 35%

b. Final Test (oral) – 35%
c. Attendance AND Participation– 30% 
A Guide for Writing Course Essays 

1. Cover 

a.  English

	Title：          

Course Name: 5005 Human Relations & Communications
Programme：政經二
Candidate No.：1234567
Name：ABCDE

Words： 2000  

Tamkang University, Lang-Yang Campus
10th April 2007



b. Chinese

	標題：          
Course Name: 5005 人際關係與溝通
系級：政經二
學號：1234567
姓名：ABCDE
字數： 2000  
淡江大學蘭陽校區

二○○七年四月十日




2. Content：2000 words (both in Chinese and in English) 

  a. The Introduction

    You should begin with an introduction setting out the issue to be discussed, and tell the reader how you will approach it. Avoid wasting space on definitions unless a particular question requires them. 
  b. The Main body of the Essay

    Tell the reader where a line of reasoning you refer to is helpful or flawed and, using your own judgment and the work of previous commentators, explain why. Keep the essay focussed on the argument and avoid meandering. Critique is appropriate in an essay but unsubstantiated, moralistic and generalized polemic is not.

  c. Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes may be used for points of amplification, but are not generally necessary discouraged. End notes are discouraged.
d. Bibliography

    Book: 

Graf, Fritz (1993) translated by Thomas Marier Greek Mythology: An Introduction Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press 
    Edited Book: 

Jung, Carl G. (eds) (1964) Man and His Symbols New York: Dell Publishing 
    Article in Journal:

Appadurai, Arjun (1990) ‘Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural Economy’ Public Culture 2(2): 1-24
    Chapter in Book:

Beckett, Jeremy (1998) ‘Haddon attends a funeral: fieldwork in Torrest strait,’ in Cambridge and the Torres Strait, Anita Herle and Sandra Rouse, (eds) pp 23-49 Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
    Film/Video:

Harlan County, USA (1976) Barbara Kopple. Cabin Creek Films, USA 103 min. [name after date is that of director]

    Web Pages:

Luttwak, Edward (1990) ‘Capitalism without capital’ www.irb.org.uk/articles/luttwak.html       

3. Essay Requirements

Words limitation:

The course will be examined by two 2,000-word essays (either in English or Chinese) on a topic that conforms to the aims and objectives of the course. 

Deadlines:
The essay must be submitted by 12pm on 27th June 2007. 

Topic: 

The instructor would choose two model heroes for each student. Try to interpret their types of personality, ways of communication, how they defeat their shadow, and how you think about their problems with the help of relevant psychological and anthropologist points of view.
