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General overview

This course is designed for students who have never taken sociology before. We will explore the basic concepts, perspectives and methods of sociological study in general and cover topics ranging from culture to social organizations. Specific attention would be given to how individuals learn to become social beings and the challenges we are facing at this time of globalization.
In the first 2 weeks, we will briefly look at the conceptual, historical and theoretical developments in sociology. This introduction should give you an overall picture of the discipline, making you ready for the second part of the course. In Part II, we will focus on socialization and mechanisms of social control. The final part will be devoted to issues of inequality and the economic, social, political, as well as cultural impacts of globalization. 

Evaluation
Weekly Examinations (35%)

There will be 7 one-hour examinations, each covers the lecture and readings from the same week and makes up 5% of your final grade. There are no make-up exams unless you have been granted leave by the university. In such case, you are responsible for scheduling a make-up exam with your instructor and are required to produce an official leave form signed by the university. 
Weekly Response Papers (35%)
There will be 7 weekly response papers due on Tuesdays at the beginning of the class. They are responses to short-answer questions designed to facilitate class discussions and give you a chance to review class materials. The paper needs not to be longer than one and half pages. No late paper will be accepted. 
Group Project (30%)    
You will be divided into groups of 5 to 6 students to work together for final presentations and reports due on June 26. Details about the project will be distributed in the second week.
Tentative Reading and Lecture Schedule
Required Text
Ferrante, J. (2006). Sociology: A Global Perspective (6th Edition). Belmont: Thomson Wadsworth.  

Week I 

Introduction
5/1 & 5/4

Readings: pp. 6-8; 14-22; 26-28
Week II 

Theoretical Perspectives and Research Methods
5/8 & 11

Readings: pp. 34; 36-37; 43-46; 49-65
*response paper (1) due on 5/8

Week III 
Culture and Socialization
5/15 & 18
Readings: pp. 75-80; 90-92; 95-96; 119-123; 126-129; 132; 134-135
*response paper (2) due on 5/15

Week IV 
Deviance and Social Control
5/22 & 25
Readings: pp. 210-11, 213; 218-225; 227; 230-321; 236-239; 242

*response paper (3) due on 5/22
Week V
 
Social Inequality
5/29 & 6/1
Readings:





*response paper (4) due on 5/29
Week VI

Globalization (1)
6/5 & 6/8

Readings:
 pp. 24-26; 182-183; 194-195; 268-270; 374-378

*response paper (5) due on 6/5
Week VII

Globalization (2)
6/12 &15

Readings: pp. 184-185; additional article
*response paper (6) due on 6/12

Week VIII 
6/19 & 6/22 No class. No exam.
Week Nine
Group Project
6/26


*response paper (7) due on 6/26
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