Course Title: Introduction to Sociolinguistics. 

Instructor: Dr. Ying-Huseh Hu

Time: Fourth Quarter, 2007

Place: Lanyang Campus

Contact Details: sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw, sue_hu@yahoo.com
Course Description: We were looking at the structure of language in our Introduction to Linguistics course in the first quarter; however, in this quarter, we will be looking at the use of language in various social, cultural and political interactions, and how these interactions affect our choice of language use. Hence, students will learn about how these factors shape the differences between language and dialect, dialectal formation, linguistic variations among dialects, standardization, emergence of Lingua Franca, pidgins, and creoles, style of language, and finally language and gender. The course will be conducted in the forms of lecture, seminar and tutorial. Students are expected to contribute to all the discussions occurring during the class, and will be presenting the results of their discussion in power-point, too.

Course Objectives: The students will be taught that language is not simply about grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation in isolation. In fact, these elements have been deeply influenced by a speech community’s socio-cultural and political history. In other words, historical factors have shaped greatly the way we speak and how we interact with one another within or across communities. In this light, there are no absolute right and wrong in a language, as the so-called “ correctness” is very much determined by political/educational policies as well as some social factors, such as where we are, who we speak to and the subject matter. In this case, there is no absolute correction, but rather “appropriateness” as our guideline in the use of language at a particular point in time. Hence, students will be urged to look at language from a diachronic point of view, considering all the socio-cultural, political and even economical factors that have all contributed to the development of a language and its accepted use in today’s environment. Above all, through this kind of learning, students will also be made aware of the use and development of their own native language, in this case, Mandarin, Taiwanese or Hakkanese.

Course Schedule:

1st Week: Introduction: dialect vs. language

2nd Week: dialectal linguistic variations

3rd Week: standardization and English variations (British English vs. American)

4th Week: Features of American English: African American English, Latino American



English and Chicano English. 

5th Week: Features of “Taiwanese English”
6th Week: Development of language: Lingua Franca, pidgins and creoles

7th Week: Style, slang and taboo words

8th Week; Language and gender

9th Week: Language games

Course Assessment: There will a test each week to review the chapters that have been taught. Where there is no test, a group presentation will be in place. Class participation is 30 per-cent, whereas tests and presentations account for 70 percent.

Textbook: Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., and Hyams, N. (2003), 7th ed. An Introduction to Language. Boston, MA: Thomson/Wadsworth. 

