Syllabus for “Class, Race, and Gender: An overview”
Instructor: Professor Tang Yao-Tsung

Place: Lanyang Campus

Time: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the Third Quarter, 2007 Spring Semester

Course Description: In this course, we will explore the concepts of class, race, and gender from evolutionary, historical and social/cultural perspectives. We will examine several theories regarding the definitions of these concepts and discuss their applications in our ever-changing world. Students will be reading about stories in other societies such as those in Africa, Europe, and the US, and at the same time, they will also be asked to apply these concepts to themselves and the society they live in so that they can think about them critically. For this purpose, students will have to conduct field work investigating the social stratification, racial classification and gender role in various communities in this society. Through this, they will see the impacts of these divisions on their social, political and economic lives. 

Course Objectives: Students will become highly sensitive to the divides in various societies, and become aware how our lives are closely intertwined with our class, race and gender. They will learn to examine these concepts critically and suggest ways of closing some of the gaps that have brought great inequality in this world on various levels. 
Course Schedule:  

Week One: why studying about gender, race, and class matters—an introduction
Week Two: Exploring some basic concepts of Class—Karl Marx and Max Weber
Week Three: Exploring some basic concepts of race and ethnic classification—cases in the US, Europe and Taiwan.
Week Four: Thinking about gender—emphasis on Africa

Week Five: Design and preparation for field work

(field work will be conducted during the spring break)

Week Six: Presentations and discussions of the field work.

Week Seven: How media portray class, race, and gender
Week Eight: Problems and solutions
Assessment: 

Class attendance and participation: 30%

Home work: 20%

Field work: 30%

Tests: 20%
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