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Meaning of Politics–Some Definitions–& Course Content:

“Politics is who gets what, when, and how.”

– Harold Lasswell

“Politics is the authoritative allocation of values and goods in a society.”

– David Easton

 “Politics is a function of consciousness and self-consciousness which determines the social choices we make that embrace our lives.  It is a personal as well as a collective expression, but the two are interlocked.  Politics shapes the way we treat each other, as individuals, as groups, as governments.  It affects the way we treat our environment and all the things in it; the way we regard our selves.  It relates to our perception of the world and how we develop and nurture it, and to the work and activities we do.  It involves our attitudes, our values, and our being as a whole.”

– Prof. Sheen (沈沁教授)
Simply put, politics is about what to change and what not to change, how, when, and where.  Politics concerns the use of power (as in controlling, demanding, ordering, and influencing).  It concerns policy and issues, leadership and personality, and “popular” support.  In this introductory course – covering only six topics and designed for non-American students – we briefly explore the ideology, organization and structure (i.e., political values and culture, relationships, patterns, and hierarchy) of the practice of politics in the United States.  Attention is given to the ideas of the elite approach to politics put forth in the works of Gaetano Mosca, Vilfredo Pareto, Roberto Michels, C. Wright Mills, and G. William Domhoff.

Required Text:  Thomas R. Dye and Harmon Zeigler, The Irony of Democracy: An

Uncommon Introduction to American Politics – millennium edition (2000)

· Please Purchase 
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Topics / Chapters Covered & Dates:

· Introduction to course   –  Course content, team/group reports, and grades
--  Week 1 (                )  –  Introduction and forming teams/groups

--  Week 2 (                )  –  Introduction and forming teams/groups 

                                          Team I – arrange time to meet with professor

· Issues of Democracy: Elite Theory and Pluralism – Chapter 1 

--  Week 3 (                )  –  Lecture, study guide discussion, and Q&A 

--  Week 4 (                )  –  Group report (Team I) followed by Q&A




       Team II– arrange time to meet with professor
· Ruling Classes: Elites in America – Chapter 4 (& Ch. 3 as reference)

--  Week 5 (                )  –  Lecture, study guide discussion, and Q&A

--  Week 6 (                )  –  Group report (Team II) followed by Q&A

  



       Team III – arrange time to meet with professor
· The Public: Masses in America – Chapter 5
--  Week 7 (                )  –  Lecture, study guide discussion, and Q&A

--  Week 8 (                )  –  Group report (Team III) followed by Q&A




       Team IV – arrange time to meet with professor
· American Political Parties and Interest Groups – Chapter 7 (& Ch. 9 as reference)

 --  Week   9 (                )  –  Lecture, study guide discussion, and Q&A

     (Midterm Week – class as usual!)

       

 --  Week 10 (                )  –  Group report (Team IV) followed by Q&A




          Team V – arrange time to meet with professor
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Topics / Chapters Covered & Dates (con’td.):

· Elections, Money, and the U.S. Media – Chapter 8 (& Ch. 6 as reference)

--  Week 11 (                )  –  Lecture, study guide discussion, and Q&A

--  Week 12 (                )  –  Group report (Team V) followed by Q&A



                     Team VI – arrange time to meet with professor
· Public Policy: How and What Elites Decide – Chapter 16 
     
--  Week 13 (                )  –  Lecture, study guide discussion, and Q&A

--  Week 14 (                )  –  Group report (Team VI) followed by Q&A





         All students: Prepare questions you have for

 Final Quiz review
· Review for Final Quiz  -  Week 15  —                     —   (Don’t miss this one!)

--  Last chance for students to ask questions (does not count in Q&A points)
· Final Quiz  -  Week 16  —                   —   (Be There! – absolutely no make-up)

Grades and Course Requirements:  Roll will not be taken.  Regular and consistent attendance and participation are strongly encouraged.  Your final grade will be determined by

· A Final Quiz consisting of “multiple choice” and/or “true/false” questions  (English Only).  There is no mid-term  (regular class  –                             )

--  Questions will be translated (into Chinese) during quiz time

--  There will be between 30-35 questions 

--  The quiz will count 50% of your grade

--  Absolutely No make-up quiz will be given
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Grades and Course Requirements (con’td.):
· Group (team) Presentation - oral reports only – no written paper is required

--  Each student is required to give an oral presentation (and be present) on the 

     day his or her team is scheduled for in-class report (come to class early on 

     the day of your report!)

--  Members of the team who are giving their reports should come see me after 


     class to schedule a time for consultation prior to giving their presentation (one 


     week before the week of their report)

--  Make-up of all 6 teams to be finalized by Week 3 (no more changes / only

 newcomers will be added)

--  Presentations are individually evaluated – unless otherwise arranged (at least 

one [1] week before the date of your scheduled report)

--  Your report will count 50% of your grade

--  Grading scale (details see Student Oral Report Evaluation form):

         (1) Poor (55)…(2) Mediocre (65)…(3) Average (75)…(4) Good (85)…(5) Excellent (95)
· In-Class Participation – Questions & Answers (Q&A) exchange

--  For extra credit, you can accumulate up to 15 pts (maximum) added to your 

     final grade (Make sure your professor knows your name [correctly] and in English!)

--  Each relevant question you ask during Q&A is worth 1 or 2 (for an outstanding

     question) points

--  Theoretically, a student can score over a 100 for her or his final grade

ALL Written Materials given to the instructor (on A4 size paper only!) must be in

English (or translated into English) and with your English name and student ID number
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Last But Not Least 
· Ground Rules:  Take these seriously!
--  If you feel like talking about something with someone seated next to you when

     class is in session, speak to all of us—not with the person individually.  In

     other words, no talking during class time!

--  No food, drinks or eating in the classroom! Water is okay (of course, I’d

much rather you go and get a drink of water during break time).  Keep your classroom neat and clean
--  No sleeping in the classroom!  Napping students will be asked to leave


--  No newspaper reading in the classroom!
· Let’s make this a “fun” course!  Together and with your participation and 


effort we could make this a true learning experience

· If you have any problem, see me A-SAP (as soon as possible)!  Don’t wait until the last minute when nothing can be done
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