AN INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL STUDIES — Spring 2006
陳宜武 ( FL 723 )

Tue. 16:10 -- 18:00 ( T 310 )

OBJECTIVES: This one-year interdisciplinary course is designed to help the senior students familiarize with some fundamental analytical concepts and practices of Cultural Studies. In this course, Cultural Studies will be received as a field of discourse studies that defines culture as a complex system of signifying practices, textual dissemination, and productive reception. 

            In the first semester, the course will be organized around the study of some basic writings by cultural critics in the tradition, who, nevertheless, articulate their concepts from sometimes oppositional and contradictory positions. Throughout the semester, an understanding of the constructedness of cultural knowledge and the formation of the structure of cultural feeling will hopefully be our primary concern.


     In the second semester, what has been learned conceptually since the previous semester will be put into practice. Analytical work done by critics from the local cultural arena will be selected for the students to read. These readings, which deal primarily with some of the most popular and currently contrived cultural signs and rituals around us in this so-called postmodern society of massive consumption, will hopefully be followed and fleshed out by the students’ ensuing discussions.

TEXT:  1). A reading course packet, prepared by the instructor, will be available at 天魁影印 (水源店) in the first week of the semester.
        2). 甯應斌 編著。《身體政治與媒體批判》。中央大學性/別研究室， 2004。
REQUIREMENTS:  

1). Attendance and participation in all class meetings and discussion (40%).

2). Mid-term and final exams (30%)
3). Weekly oral reports (30%)
[請注意囉！依淡江大學學則第三十八條規定，學生經核准請假而缺席者為缺課，未經請假或請假未准而缺席者為曠課。曠課一小時，以缺課二小時論。學生於某一科目之缺課總時數達該科全學期授課總時數 (32-34小時) 三分之一 (即11-12 小時；或缺席三次)，教師得予以扣考，該科目學期成績以零分計算。] 
