Composition III
Spring, 2007
Instructor: Alex Tu                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Course Objectives:

While the main emphasis is on student’s academic writing skills, this course covers the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. We will begin with improving students’ capacity for independent thinking and organization/development of ideas and opinions. Overall, this course seeks to improve students’ English writing via a wide variety of challenging activities: 

1) Grammar, punctuation, and sentence-embedding exercises

2) focus on structured reading skills

3) building organized writing strategies (from formation of thesis to synthesis of controlling ideas)

4) topic-oriented and information-sharing activities
5) intensive in-class, and take-home writing assignments  
6) peer or group grading
Required Text:
McDonald and Salomone, The Writer’s Response, third edition (Boston: Wadworth Press, 2004.)
Grade Breakdown:
Attendance, participation, and assignments: 40%   Mid-term Exam: 25%    Final Exam: 35%
Absence:

You may only have two absences (excused or unexcused), after that, each absence will cost you 5 points off your final grade. Those who have five or more absences will not be eligible for the final exam.

