Tentative Syllabus for Selected British and American Prose, English Department, Second Semester, 2006 Academic Year

 

Class: Sophomores, English Majors, 

Teacher: Yang Ming-tu

 

Objectives: to Increase students’ vocabulary power through analysis of the components of new words; to empower their reading ability by exposing them to models of diverse and lively styles and a large variety of contents; and to widen their perspective of life by inviting them to a multiplicity of cultural and traditional topics of intellectual interests.

Textbook: Gilbert H. Muller and Harvey S. Wienet, The Short Prose Reader, McGraw-Hill, 2006

Reference Books: a) Macmillan English Dictionary; b) Webster’s New World Dictionary
 

Lessons to be covered:

Week 1; Orientation: On Writing

Week 2: Rachel Carson: “A Fable for Tomorrow”

Week 3: William Zinsser, “Simplicity”

Week 4: Russell Baker, “ On Becoming a Writer”

Week 5: On Reading 

Week 6: Eudora Welty, “One Writer’s Beginnings”

Week 7: Malcolm X, “Prison Studies”

Week 8: On Description

Week 9: Maxine Hong Kingston, “Catfish in the Bathtub”

Week 7. Richard Selzer, “The Discus Thrower”

Week 8: On Narration

Week 10: Langston Hughes, “Salvation”

Week 11: George Orwell, “ A Hanging”

Week 10: Grace Paley, “Traveling”

Week 11: On Illustration

Week 12: Brent Stapels, “ Walker”

Week 13: Barbara Ehrenreich, “What I’ve Heard from Men”

Week 14:Lewis Thomas , “Death in the Open”

Week 15: On Comparison and Contrast

Week 16: Week 17: Final Examination

 

Attendance; 20%; Mid-term, 30%; Final; 30%; Quizzes, 20%

