English Literature I (Part 2)

Spring, 2007

Professor Alex Tu                                                                     Tuesdays, Period 6

                                                                                             Wednesdays, Period 1&2    

Course objectives

This course explores the British literature in the early modern period (i.e., from early Renaissance to pre-Romantic era). We now will move away from Shakespeare’s comedy to his other works and essential works of the Renaissance period. We will consider the specifically literary aspects related to or raised by these works (i.e., literary language, genres, poetic devices, and narrative structures).
Requirements

Texts: The Norton Anthology to English Literature, 7th Edition. Vol. I (New York, Norton Publishing.) ; Romeo and Juliet, Oxford Edition 

Additional materials may be announced and made available later in classes.

Grade breakdown: Completion of assigned reading is a must for this course. The grade breakdown goes as follows:

Attendance/participation/assignments            15% 

Midterm exam                                                35%                

Final exam                                                      50%                        

Attendance: Two absences is the maximum you can miss for any reason, excused or unexcused. Failure to participate in classroom discussions and habitual tardiness may affect your participation grade. 

Plagiarism: Cheating and plagiarism are offences which are required to be reported to the University. The MLA Handbook is the standard reference guide for literary scholarship.

TENTATIVE SYLLABUS

Spring, 2007
DATE                                  READING ASSIGNMENT    

Mar. 6   Introduction and Background 
7    King Lear (Act I &II)
13  King Lear (Act III)
       14   King Lear (Act IV&V)
       20   Romeo and Juliet (Act I, II)
       21   Romeo and Juliet (Act III, IV)
27  Romeo and Juliet (Act V) 

28   TBA
APR. 2-8 Spring Break 

10   John Donne, “The Flea”, “The Good-Morrow”, “The Canonization”
Ameilia Lanyer, “Eve’s Apology in Defense of Women”
        11   John Donne, “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning”, “Elegy 16. On His Mistress”, “Holly Sonnet 1, 5, 10”
17   Andrew Marvell, “Ben Johnson, “A Sonnet, to the Noble Lady, the Lady Mary Wroth”, From “Timber, or Discoveries”
18   A Dialogue Between the Soul and Body”,

“To His Coy Mistress”, Katherine Philips, “A Married State”,“To Mrs. M.A. at Parting”
24   Bacon, “Of Truth”,“Of Marriage and Single Life”, “Of Studies”[both 1597&1625 versions]
      25  TBA
 04/30-05/06  Mid-term week
May.  8 Milton, “L’Allegro”, “IL Peseroso”
          9  Milton, Paradise Lost, Book 1             
        15  Milton, Paradise Lost, Book 4, 9
        16  Milton, Paradise Lost, Book 10
        22  Milton, Paradise Lost, Book 12  
        23  Dryden, “A Song for St. Cecilia’s Day”, “Alexander’s Feast”
        29  Swift, Gulliver’s Travels [pp.2331-2358]
        30  Swift, Gulliver’s Travels [pp.2358-2372]
June.  5  TBA
          6  Swift, Gulliver’s Travels [pp.2428-2454]
          12  Swift, Gulliver’s Travels [pp.2454-2479]    
          13  Pope, The Rape of the Lock [Canto1-3]
          19 Pope, The Rape of the Lock [Canto4-5]
          20 Review
21-27  Final exam week
