English Literature I

Prof. Don McDermott

Office 704  ext. 2963 (0960200456)

Required Text:

Abrams, Greenblatt, et al.  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, vol. 1, Eight Edition.  New York: W.W. Norton & Co, 2006.  

First Term Reading Assignments:

Beowulf

Marie du France’s “Lanval”

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

The Canterbury Tales

The General Prologue,  The Miller’s Tale, The Wife of Bath’s Tale,  The Pardoner’s Tale, The Nun’s Priest Tale (and several other tales not in the text but available on the Web: the Summoner’s Tale, The Reeves Tale, The Franklin’s Tale, The Knight’s Tale.)

Two Plays: The Second Shepherd’s Play and Everyman

Thomas More’s Utopia (all chapters in text)

Selected Poems of Wyatt

Selected Poems of Henry Howard

Selected Poems of Philip Sidney

Spencer’s Fairy Queen, Book 1

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus

Selected Sonnets of William Shakespeare
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night  and King Lear
Second Term Reading Assignments:

Selected Poems of John Donne

Ben Jonson’s Volpone and selected poetry

Selected Essays of  Francis Bacon

Selected Poetry of John Milton

John Bunyan, selected chapters from Pilgrim’s Progress
John Locke, “Essay Concerning Human Understanding”

William Congreve’s The Way of the World
Jonathan Swift’s  Gulliver’s Travels and “A Modest Proposal”

Poetry of Alexander Pope:  “Essay on Criticism,” “Essay on Man,” “Rape of the Lock”

Selected works of Samuel Johnson

Selected Poety of Thomas Gray

Oliver Goldsmith’s “The Deserted Village”

George Crabbe’s “The Village”

Class Policies

Final grades will be based on a midterm (50%) and a final exam (50%) at the end of each term.  

Students with poor attendance will lose 10% of their final grade.

Cheating on exams will result in a failing grade.

