Sophomore Composition

Prof. Don McDermott

Office 704, ext. 2963

Text:  Regina L. Smalley, Mary K. Ruetten and Joann Rishel Kozyrev.  Refining Composition Skills: Rhetoric and Grammar, Fifth Edition.  Australia: Heinle & Heinle, 2001.

First Term Course Objectives:

“Students should be taught how to write an introductory paragraph including a thesis statement, supporting/body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.  They should also be taught how to make and use a formal outline.  Toward the end of the first semester, students should be able to write a well-developed short essay of three to four paragraphs” (Prof. Liang Ting-chi).

Reading Assignments: 

Chapters 1-6 of Refining Composition Skills.

Writing Assignments:
Five essays (including revisions) (each essay = 20% of final grade)  Essay 3 will be an in class essay and will be written during the midterm period.

Additionally, a weekly journal is required.  Students will lose up to 20% of their final  

grade if the journal is not complete.

Second Term Objectives:

“Students should be taught different kinds of essays, such as narrative, descriptive, informative, argumentative, etc., so that by the end of the semester they will be able to write different kinds of extended essays” (Prof. Liang Ting-chi).

Reading Assignments: 

Chapters 6-12 of Refining Composition Skills.

Writing Assignments: 

 Five essays (including revisions) (each essay = 20% of final grade) and a weekly journal.

Class Policies:

Class attendance is mandatory; students who miss more than two class periods may lose up to 10% of their final grade.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Students caught plagiarizing their papers will receive a failing grade.

