LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

4TH YEAR DESIGN STUDIO 
Marco Casagrande, visiting professor

The aim of the course is to study and to understand the local knowledge based urban architectonic reactions in Taipei – Danshui area and to use this understanding as the starting point of own local knowledge architectonic design solution.  
Examples of site specific Taiwanese urban local knowledge reactions:
· Urban farmers

· Grandmothers farming Chinese herbs and vegetables in street corners, roofs and abandoned housing areas.

· Anarchistic capitalism

· Ad-Hoc night markets, market areas under bridges, street vendors, traffic jam selling, pin-lan booths…

· Illegal housing extensions

· Extra floors on apartment buildings, private extensions on apartment buildings, pigeon houses, taking over abandoned buildings, urban nomadic solutions…

The Taiwanese urbanism is a more complex and more rich context than for example the average European city. The different layers of the urban realities hardly meet though in the official patterns of urban planning causing an unnecessary conflict between the official politics of urban strategies and the street level humanistic values of using the city as a living room. The Local Knowledge –studio aims in building a bridge between the official and the unofficial, between the modern man and the nomad or a farmer and between the hard urban planning and the soft human as a citizen. 
The students are expected to get close to normal people.
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