Studies in Oscar Wilde

D. McDermott

M.A. & Ph.D. 
Text:  The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde, edited by Vyvyan B. Holland or if unavailable, all of the fictional works can be found in Penquin editions.
Course Description:  A study of one of the most important minor literary figures of the fin de siecle England.  The course will attempt to place Wilde’s work in context to the Pre-Raphaelite and Art for Art’s Sake movements and examine the degree to which Wilde’s homosexuality was a factor in his literary contribution.  The final grades will be based 60% on final paper and 40% on quizzes over the reading.  Ph.D. students will be asked to give a short class presentation on some critical chapter or essay dealing with Wilde (i.e., the Wilde chapter in Dollimore’s Sexual Dissidents, or the chapter on the “Aesthetes” in The Victorian Temper.

Paper Requirement:  7-10 pages of critical analysis of one or more of Wilde’s works.

Required Readings:

Short stories:  Lord Arthur Saville’s Crime

                       The Canterville Ghost

                       The Sphinx Without a Secret

                       The Model Millionaire

                       The Portrait of W.H.

                       The Happy Prince

Novel:            The Picture of Dorian Gray

Plays:             Lady Windamer’s Fan 

                       The Importance of Being Earnest

                       The Ideal Husband

                       A Woman of No Importance

Criticism:       “The Decay of Lying”
                       “The Soul of Man Under Socialism”
                       “Pen and Poison”
Poetry:            Selected poetry

Recommended Reading:
Oscar Wilde by Richard Ellman, considered by many to be the definitive biography on Wilde.

A Long and Lovely Suicide by Melissa Knox, an examination of Wilde’s career from the somewhat psychoanalytic point of view.

