Early American Democracy and Society
Joe Eaton, PhD

Tamkang University

Fall 2006

This Ph.D. level, 2 hour class surveys major historiographical trends within the study of American history during the period we describe as the “Early American Republic.”  Our focus will be on societal change and corresponding political developments.  

Method of assessment:

The primary assignment for the semester is a 10-12 page research paper.  Included within the research paper assignment is a prospectus with bibliography and complete draft.  Participation, attendance, and an additional short paper will also factor into the semester grade.
Topics to be covered:

Society of Hierarchy

Republicanism

Creation of Party System

Political Violence in the New Republic

Decline of the Federalists

War of 1812

Alcoholic Republic
American and the Travelers

Political Democratization

Course readings:

Wood, Gordon. Radicalism of the American Revolution
Additional articles (primarily from JSTOR, library database) will be assigned.

