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Course Content and Purpose:
The United States of America is often considered a great democracy and a great power, the world’s remaining “superpower.”  Americans and their leaders take pride in their advocacy of and regard for freedom, morality, and enterprise—a way of sharing and disseminating the ideas of the famous Jefferson dictum, “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  Peoples and nations around the world see the USA as a source of inspiration.  On the other hand, it is also a target of animosity and hatred.  The September 11, 2001 attacks on the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York and on the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. is the very recent example of that phenomenon.

In the wake of the Nine-Eleven attacks, tears, as well as cheers, stretch around the globe.  Why does the United States—that beacon of promise—evoke such enormously conflicting and often violent feelings?  This course seeks to understand that phenomenon—the love/hate of America—by exploring the inner dynamics of American politics.  Thus, we are prompted to examine the make-up of political power and bureaucratic politics in the USA.

As an introduction to the topic, providing background for the course, we will, among others, look at Thomas Dye’s The Irony of Democracy, Richard Ellis’s American Political Cultures, Samuel Huntington’s American Politics: The Promise of Disharmony and The Clashes of Civilization and the Remaking of World Order, Robert Bellah’s The Good Society, Paulo Freire’s, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Francis Fukuyama’s The End of History and the Last Man, as well as Joel Kotkin’s Tribes, Edward Said’s Culture and Imperialism, Zbigniew Brzezinki’s Out of Control, Robert McNamara’s Wilson’s Ghost, and Henry Kissinger’s Does America Need a Foreign Policy.   The selections here would give students an opportunity to understand how Americans look at themselves (viz., the American worldview) and what that view projects.  A key issue in our discussion here would be the attitude, or ideological orientations, of American leaders and their supporting institutions toward power and morality and how they are balanced.  In short, what are the characteristics of the American creed, its idiosyncrasies, biases and contradictions?  This first part serves the purpose of providing us with an understanding of the basis of American politics.
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Understanding how that basis is cultivated and maintained would contribute significantly to understanding how the American political and governing system works.  Hence, the next two parts deal specifically with the mechanics of the American state—the individuals, the institutions, and the culture that support it.

 In part two we examine the sources of political power and how they are established.  The works of G. William Domhoff such as Who Rules America?, C. Wright Mills’ classic, The Power Elite, Michael Maccoby’s Gamesman would be discussed, as well as the major works of Pareto and Michel (providing background for the elite and ruling class approach).  A central theme in our discussion here would be what does the ladder to political power in the USA look like.  Who gets to climb it?  What do they do when they climb the political power ladder?  What are these “higher circles” like—elites and ruling classes?  How do they establish and maintain their connections to policy and policy-making?  And where are those connections?

The third and final part looks at those “power connections” of America’s political, social, cultural and economic elites.  That is, we examine the political economy of power, its arrangement, distribution, and apparent conflicts.  Central to our discussion here would be the organization of national security and corporate (business) managers and their attending institutions—in short, bureaucratic politics.  Major works in this area that are utilized would be Morton Halpern’s, Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy, Roger Hilsman’s To Move a Nation and The Politics of Governing America, Harry Magdoff’s Imperialism: The Economics of U.S. Foreign Policy, Zbigniew Brzezinski’s Political Power: USA/USSR, as well as Brian Cook’s Bureaucracy and Self-Government, Douglas Yates’ Bureaucratic Democracy, and Richard Stillman’s The American Bureaucracy.

Grades and Assignments:

· Weekly written & oral reports for in-class discussions (based on reading assignments according to schedule given in your syllabus) 

· An annotated bibliography (based on student’s individual research) at midterm 

· A final discussion paper (based on student’s individual research and study)

· Attendance and participation
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