American Governance 
            Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen, Ph.D.
Course Description
This course is an introduction of American governance in the 20th and 21st centuries. The goal of this course is to help students to understand the various dimensions of American governance, ranging from theory and practice of separation of powers, executive and legislative relationship, sources of presidential powers, political parties, interest groups, transformation of international system, decision-making process, to constitutional, institutional, and structural factors of U.S. foreign, security and economic policies in an era of globalization. 
Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 
Course Requirements and Grading 
(1) Weekly classroom discussion (20%) 

(2) 1st Paper Presentation: One 10-page double-spaced paper to write any topic of American governance (20%)

(3) 2nd Paper Presentation: One 10-page double-spaced paper to write a policy recommendation memorandum for President George W. Bush (20%)
(4) Mid-term Examination: (20%) 

(5) Final Examination (20%)
Required Readings 

Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999)
Burns et al, Government by the People

Fisher, Constitutional Conflicts between Congress and the President

Greenstein, Leadership in the Modern Presidency
Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vols. 4-5

Hilsman, To Govern America
______, The Politics of Policy Making in Defense and Foreign Affairs

Huntington, American Politics: The Promise of Disharmony

_________, “America’s Changing Strategic Interests,” Survival, Vol. XXXIII, No. 1, Jan./Feb. 1991
Kaplan, System and Process in International Politics
Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents

Course Outline
Week 1   Introduction: Why is it so difficult for the modern U.S. government to be governed? 
Burns et al, Government by the People

Week 2   Does original theory of separation of powers remain intact in the U.S.? 
Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vol. 5, Chs. 1-2

Week 3   Are political parties in decline in America?

Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vol. 4, Ch. 4

Week 4   Does the president always gain the upper hand in its relations with the Congress?
Ambrose, ”The Presidency and Foreign Policy,” FA, Vol. 70, No. 5, 1991
Fisher, Constitutional Conflicts between Congress and the President
Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vol. 5, Chs. 3-5
Week 5   Can a president press ahead with his policies according to his power authorized by the Constitution alone?
Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents

Greenstein, Leadership in the Modern Presidency
Week 6   What are the relations between political thought and political institutions?
Huntington, American Politics: The Promise of Disharmony

Week 7   How was the international system transformed from a loose bipolar system to a very loose bipolar system during the Cold war era?

Rosenau, ed., International Politics and Foreign Policy, Ch. of Kaplan,
Kaplan, System and Process in International Politics
Week 8   How was the international system transformed from a very loose bipolar system to a uni-multipolar system in the Post-Cold War era?
(1st Paper presentation)

Huntington, America’s Changing Strategic Interests,” Survival, Vol. XXXIII, No. 1, Jan./Feb. 1991
Week 9   Mid-term Examination  
Week 10  How were foreign policy attitudes structured during the Cold War era?

Hurwitz & Peffley, “How are Foreign Policy Attitudes Structured: A Hierarchical Model,” APSR, Dec. 1987
Week 11  How have been foreign policy attitudes structured in the Post-Cold War era?
Hurwitz & Peffley, “How are Foreign Policy Attitudes Structured: A Hierarchical Model,” APSR, Dec. 1987

Huntington, America’s Changing Strategic Interests,” Survival, Vol. XXXIII, No. 1, Jan./Feb. 1991
Week 12  What is the essence of decision-making?
Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999)
Hilsman, The Politics of Policy Making in Defense and Foreign Affairs

Week 13  What are irregular and regular syndromes of policy making?

Rockman, “America’s Department of State: Irregular and Regular Syndromes of Policy Making,” APSR, Dec. 1981

Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vol. 5, Ch.6
Week 14  Why do nations form alliance?
Liska, Nations in Alliance
Walt, The Origins of Alliance, Part
Jervis & Synder, eds., Dominoes and Bandwagon
Week 15  Why are nations choosing to cooperate?
Frey, International Political Economics
Stein and Pauly, Choosing to Cooperate
Stein, Why Nations Cooperate
Week 16  Is the U.S. in Decline? / The U.S. Decline or Renewal? /
Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of Great Powers

Huntington, “The U.S. Decline or Renewal?” in Stiles and Akaha, eds., International Political Economy

Week 17  Is the U.S. Bound to Lead?
(2nd Paper presentation)

Nye, Jr., Bound to Lead

Week 18  Mid-term Examination 
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